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' Exodus r ee 


Thou ſhalt not take the Name: 75 8 
Loxp thy God in vain; for the © 
Lonxp will not hold him guilthſs 4 


| that taketh his Name in va in. 


of ſome weight with me. 
are no more than rum 
Subject, that I have choſen. 


I. I ſhall honeſtly conſeſs, that it wis erer 


remote from my Thoughts, to preach upon 
any Text of this nature, had I not been 
ſome years ago im ned to do it. And 
Il am wn convinc'd, there's the greateſt Oc- 
caſion to bear a warm and open Teſtimony 


againſt a Crime, with which the Nation is 
 overſpread, and by which it is likely to be 
ruined. Tis a Sin like that of Ba Yon, that 


reaches up to Heaven; and God will remem- 
ber ſuch a bold In: guity. Tis time for Mi- 
niſters of all Denominations to unite their 


Zeal a Wickedneſs that is a great deal 
| worſe either Superſtition or Schiſm; and 


has ao w prevail 3 us without any di- 


ſtinction ; 
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EFORE I onüder theſe Words, I 
would premiſe a few-things ; ; that are 


they 
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Te: its Way. 


* The Sin and. Danger. of 4 


ion of Parties. All Fleſb bas corviupte 


2. I-grant, that Diſcourſes of this : nature 
are what you are not much uſed to. It has 


been commonly thought, that 2 againſt 


this We was not at all zeedful in our 


_ Aſſemblies, and therefore could not be very 


5 232 in all our Lives; and therefore per- 


 feitable, or pleaſing to em. FG vi 
1 3˙ I may 18 the Crime, that IJ branded 


In this Text, is what. many. of us never once 


ps fome may think, as there i is na Danger 


: oo the Practice, there's no Occaſion ſor a Guad: 


Rom. xi. 
20. 
Pſalm 
xxxvi. 1. 


But that's carrying the Matter too far; for 
there's no Impiety ſo diſtant from your Tem- 
per, and unknown in your Lives, Which Satan 
may not lead you to, and God in his righteous 


Judgment may leave you in. We are none of 
us above that Caution: Be not high minded, 


but fear ; and, let him that thinks be flands 
take heed left be fall. David confeſs d the 


Tanſgreſton of tbe Wicked, ſaid in his Heart, 


there is no Fear of God before his eyes. That 
is, he could judge of the Atheiſm that is ap- 
Ne im others, by the Seeds of a corrupt 


ture in himſelf. of tk of us can ſay, as 


to profane Swearing, ot —_— (through the 
Bleſſing of God upon a religious Education) 
there has not been a ſingle Inſtance, in which 
we have thus offended with our Lips. When 


Children are trained up in the Way they ſhould 


in old * they will F rom it. 
i : 'Tis 


15 whilſt they are young, tis not likely that 


| Plane Sweating” = 
4. Tis a thing beyond all diſpute "that 


our Fathers were never. guilty of this Abomi- 
nation, their Enemies themſelves being Judges, 
The proverbial Character given them, in con- 
_ tempt, is & publick Teſtimony to their being 
thus unſpotted from the World. They et 
charged with Preciſeneſs and pong i903 when 
they uſed the Name of God with an holy 
Guard of Reverence. And I with there was 
more Inquiry into thoſe good old Paths, where- 
in ſo many found Reft to their Souls. For ſe- 
veral Years I did not think, that there was a 
Swearer, or a Sabbath-breaker, among all the 
 Diffenters in England. Theſe Sins were not 
ſo much as named among them. And indeed 
they are not the Spots of God's Children, nor 


conſiſtent with a Form of Godlineſs. But, 
F. It is not with us as in Times paſt, How 


is our Gold become dim | How is the fine 
Gold changed! I uſed to think, that Pro- 
faneneſs and Non-conformity would never 

meet in one Perſon : But it is more than I 
can ſay now. We have a Generation whoſe 
Mouths are unguarded, their Lips are their 
own ; and Children can dare to falt, what 
their Fathers would have trembled to hear. 


6. The moſt tremendous Examples of ſwears 


ing, and curſing that I have heard of, were 
among thoſe, that have been brought up in the 

Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. Such 
as do not improve a religious Education will 


bon be like a neglected Garden, that ſhall _ = 


+.” B '2 Biuw 


= 


— 299 60 


grow ninker- und fuller wy Weeds das 2 

| common Deſart. | 
Having opened the Way by theſe Panticu- 

lars, I ſhall make no more: Apology for a few 


_. Sermons upon this third and great Command- 


ment: + Thou ſhalt not take the Nome f the 


Lord thy. God in ' vain ; for the Lord will 


not hold bim guiltleſs that taketh his Name in 
vain. Lou are as much acquainted with theſe 
Words as any in the Bible. Everyr body 
knows them. Many have repeated thema 
| thouſand times, or anſwered them wih a 


Reſponſe: Lord have Mercy on us; and in- 


cline our Hearts to keep this Law. If they 
are guilty after this, they have the 
great God with a hing Tongue; and he has 
no pleaſure in Fools. But conſider, 

I. This Sentence was delivered by the * 
4 God himſelf : He pale all theſe Words 
om che mile of ths: Cloud and thick Dark- 
neſs; and therefore his Honour is concerned, 
either in ſecuring the Duty, or executing the 
Vengeance. He will not have this Precept ap- 
pear in full force againſt the Glory of 15 
— or ſuffer it to be ſaid, that he will 
hold that Man guiltleſs, who is above meaſure 
guilty of taking his Name in vain. It would 
be a Reproach upon him, if a profane Swearer 
ſhould eſcape his Anger. If he commands 
What is not necdful, or chreatens what is not 
certain, his Book can be of no 


But in the Day of Wrath there will de no 


rm Uk char his Word has failed: And 
t every | 


en ani 3 

doeh Mouth that is now fo liberal of Onths, 5 | 
and Im „ ſhall then be flop? 3 and 7he Rom. iii. 
whole World become guilty 3 „ Wa} 
Wh nj de delivered” de n 


eu that he would * | 
but what was holy, juſt, and good. | 
been the leaſt credit, or advantage „in 4 . | 
his Name, he would not HS the 
Children of Abraham, Jaac Facab, the 
uſe of that Liberty. But he has required of 
them; not only to do juſtly, and love Mercy, 
but ta walk humbly with their God; that there 
Might be a plain — between the Voice | 
of Children and the Barking of Dogs. | 
3. This he introduced in doch a Wanner as 
left them en nenen They 
were three days preparing for it. And when 
the time for giving the Law came, Mount 
Sinai was all in a ſmoke: Angels ſounding : 
their Trumpets, at the head of it; the People — _ 
trembling at a diſtance. Nay, /o terrible was Heb. xii. 
be fight, that Moſes bimſeh If faid, I exceed 21. 
ingly fear, and quake, You may hear it with 
an indifference; but not one of that vaſt Aſ⸗ 
was capable of doing o. 
a 4. This was alſo —_ called the Moral 
1 2 as having a tual Obligation upon all 
Men. And it 5 n ill —— . — 
daily break it, ſhould profeſs themſelves to be 
ft DO of all Myfteries, or the Advocates of 
OO Morality. 


Morality. ae limited been Rage 
or thoſe that were under a — A 

Conduct. Many of their Laws were o 
Shadow.of good 88 to. come. But the Pro 
hibition of Swearing, Murder, Adultery, and 


Theft, are ſacred for ever. They cannot ceaſe 
beben force of commanding and con- 
demning as long as. the World ſtands. | 3 
„There is ſomething in human Nature 

i bears witneſs to this Precept: The Work 
of the Law is written in our Hearts. The Ar- 

ticles of Chriſtianity could never be diſcover d 

| without Revelation. Me have not received the 
Sdirit & the World, the Light of Reaſon, or 

1 Cor. ii. natural. Conſcience,” but hes Spirit which is of 


| 12. God, that we may know. the things that are 


freely given us of. God. 'Your Belief and De- 
pendance on. him, who died the juſt for the un- 


juſt; your Adoration of three Perſons in one; 


eternal, pndivided Nature, are Articles that 
muſt be receiv d, wherever they are revealed ; 
for the Goſpel is to be preached with this aw- | 


ae Stamp upon it, He that believes ſhall be 


16. ſaved; and * believes not ſhall be dam 
ned. But, cbr S a Rule that would have its 
weight, had there been no Bible in the World. 


| Rom. ii, Your Conſciences bear witneſi to it; your 


5 Thoughts in the mean time exculing, or ac- 
ceuſing one another. 
6 The Reaſon of the Duty i is fo clear, and 

the Engr av 9 ſo 1. that whether it ſucceeds 


or no, it wi fufpeted. You do know, 


that "yy who do N * are — de 
e 


within him: 


Pꝛofant ee 


the righteous Judgment of God, though yen 
both go the ſame, and have pleaſure in them 
that do them. I pronounce the Sentence of 


Condemnation: on a Sinner, that is gull os : 


this — from the Authority of a 
hough our Age is ons 2 

airy in Wickedneſs ;/ we 2 not "without 

| Examples of People, who will plead for Swear- 


ing, And when this is done, by Men that 
have known better, God has given them up 


to a reprobate Mind; and you may fear to 


ſome vile Affections; as they did pot l * to 


retain him in their knowledge. ar 
I muſt therefore lament; with the late ex. 
cellent Biſhop Fleetwood, in his Sermon ori'this 


Text; © How unhappy. is it, that Men go 


« on in a Practice, which they carry a perpe- 
& tual Condemnation to, in their own Minds ? 
e It is an uſual t againſt any Dif- 
courſes of this nature, that the Preacher Has 


„ ſaid nothing, but what we knew before. 


This declares the Caſe of thoſe Perſons very 


* rr that what N 3 


be Is in violence to themſelves, 
The Words conſiſt of two 2 


i A plain Prohibition; 'ora il gh. his. 


livered in a negative Form: Thou Halt not 
take the Name of the Lord thy God in vain. 
II. An awful Reaſon in the fame negative 
Language: For tht Lr will "not hol him” 
 guiltheſs, that taketh his Name in vain. This 
is 9 5 Diviſion 0 the Text; according to 


which, 


. 


. ²— WES SAEED > 3 I oe 
* 


which, 1 dual 1 by o out the Method of ths 
Sermons. per 


Jak 1 woull 838 thath 
here forbid. . Thou 
the Lord thy God in vain. There are three 
Things, „ 
. Let us enquire, 

Fut, Who this God is. 


 Secondy, What is meant by his 3 
. Thirdy, Whag i it is, to tale it in vain. 


Bal, He who has given ihn Warning, 
2 nn mene 


SF L 
- 


large no moe 1 ES Sek 


1 you. the Connection ey Jars 


to the expected from us. 
the Dupy exp Los, or Jehovah... This 5 


the grand Peculiar. | He, whoſe Name alone 


is Jehovah, is the moſt High, over all the 


i Palm Earth. When, the Title of God, is beſtowed 
s. upon any other, it is with a Diminution; and 
| delivered ina Figure that ſignifies leſs in them, 


Cern. thaw it docs in, him... There are Gods. mam, 
8. and Lords many; 


Name, he has {et at the front of his. Law. 
Dent. vi. Hear, O 1/rael,; the Lord thy God is one Lord: 
or Jchoyah, thy. God, is one Jehovah, That's 
net a Name that de will give to anothet. 


— | 


 ſpalt not take the Name of 


but he is the true God; and 
the everlaſting King. However, this orber 


— — 
Chriſt Jeſus. would never have been called 


nt to the 


notion, that the moſt famous 
know not 


Deity of Chriſt, has given us: 


how far Criticim may allow it, but Conference 


5 

ebovab, were it not, that he is in the Form Phil. ii, 6. 
if God, and thinks it no Robbery to be equal 
with God, This J ſhall not inlarge upon, be- 
cauſe it is an Article of revealed Religion; 


and the Men, that deny it, want to be talked 
to upon che head of natural. I can't omit 4 


will be ever ſhock'd at it. Tis this; that the _ 


Term God does not ſignify any individual 
Glory, or Perfection, in 2 


m, that has it; but 


only his Dominion over others. We may tia 


ſuch profane and vain bablings in the front 


of thoſe Crimes, that are condemn'd in my 
Text. It! is the chief way of taking the Name 


in vain. But ſuch Diſtortions of a Word, that 


had always a determin'd Senſe, are ſome of 
thoſe ſorry ſhifts, that Men are driven to in 


_ oppoſing the Faith of the Goſpel. *Tis an opi- 


nion, not ſo much as named, among thoſe of 
the Heathen, that owned a ſupreme God. 
And ſhall our Bible introduce an error, that 
was too groſs for them? Was there no God, 


till there was a Creature? Or, was not that 


| hs Name? The Pſalmiſt thought*otherwiſe : 
Before the Mountains were created, or ever 


thou hadſt made the World; from. everlaſting Plal. xc.2. 


to everlaſti g, thou art God. Remember, 
who ſpeaks in this Text, and challenges to 
lit Name the Reverence of your Thoughts and 


Words, is the great Fae The — 


O 


* 


Fxod. ii. of this Title be pimtelf has gen- us: T an, 


* that am. He was, when there was none be. 


fides. He never did begin; and he never can 


end. He is of lind Power, unſpotted 


And 
is to be 


Holineſs, and an unbounded Eternity. 
LS: can you think, that ſuch a Majeſty. 
Jer. v. 22. trifled with? - Fear ye not me, ſaith the Lora? 
Mill ye not tremble at my preſence? 


If you had ever ſeen an Angel, in his Glory, 


as Gidon, Manoah, Daniel, Zachary, and the 
Virgin Mary did, you could not have made 


bis Name a common jeſt, or a meer trifle, in 


your Language. How indecent would it be, 


for any Perſon, to lard his Sentence with the 
King 's Name? And with every fooliſh or paſ. 
123 thing he ſays, to tattle out one of the 


Royal Titles? Such an Impertinence would 
be 4 in all Canverſation. And yet, 
what are all the Names of Men, or Angels, 


if compared to that, which is above every 


Name? Shall he. be treated in a way, that a 
| Creature would reſent ? Offer it to 205 Gover- 
III. i. 3. nur: Will he be pleaſed with fre. or 


thy Perfon, or take it with good-will at wy | 


band? Muſt that be a Liberty in ſpeaking of 
him, that would be a Miſdemeanour to an 


earthly Monarch ? Tis pity, that a cuſtom, 


that has no place in Reajon, ſhould have any 


in Practice; and that every Man muſt bear, 
what no Man can defend. 


2. Another of his Titles is, thy God. This 


js {aid to the eus, that he might rivet upon 


moms Minds the Relation wy — in to bim. 


Thus 


+ 


* 


\ Profane aig Ho 
ä 1 am the Lord, thy God, that Rn. 


brought thee out of the Land of Egypt, and 
out of the Houſe of Bondage. This he did. for 
no other People. They were the only Na- 

tion, whom he fetch d — the midſt f 
mother Nation. And he is called, the God 
of the Hebrews, or the . Os That, upon g 
two account 

1. To ſhew his great concern about them. 
Salvation was of he Jews. To them pertainod Jo. ir. 22. 
the Aabption, the Glory, the Service of God, Rom, ix. 
the Covenants, the Promiſes ; their's were the 3, 4- 
Fathers, and of them, as concerning the Fleſh, 
Chriſt was to come, who is over all God bleſ- 
ſed for ever. So that their Diſobedience was 
all Ingratitude. A ſwearing Few would be 
guilty of pouring Contempt upon- a national 
Friend. - Do you thus requite the Lord, Q | 
fooliſh People, and unwiſe ? Is. not be aby Fas Deuteron. 
tber, that has made thee ? But they were un- * M. 6. 
mindful of the Rock that begat them; and ver. 18. 

lightly eſteemed the God of their Salyation, 3» 
Hheſides this, the Title ſignifies, : 
2. The Glory of his Deity. Ga e 
ſhipped they knew. not what. The Gentiles Gal. ir. 8. 
did ſervice 5 thoſe, that by Nature were nw 
| Gods, They were carried away to dumb Idols; 1 Cor. xii. 
But the Supremacy of the God of 1/7ael was * 
Debate, that the Fews had with all the World 
_ Moſes tells Pharaoh, there is none like 
unto cu. God, And here's the force of the * 
Argument. againſt profane Swearing, that it 
was a diſhonour to the eternal Deity. The 

| c 2 Vanities 


/ 
1 


* 


The OY and Des "= 


Vanities of the "Heathen could not hear the 

Criminal; and leſt it upon their Zealots to 
puniſh Dam. But, how abominable 18 it 

— a Jem ſhould fwear by the true God, bo 


. would be aſhamed to worſhip a falſe one? 


Dan. ii. 
| 28. 


This was indeed peculiar to e that he 


drought them out of Egypt, and avouct'd 


them to be his People, and himſelf to be 
their God. But, we may, upon y__ Enn 
ſpeak of his Relation to us. 
71. He is thy God, as a Creator, a Governor, 
and a Judge. This he is to all Mankind. 
And 1 had not obſerved it, were it not, that 
in this Argument the holy Fews uſed to ad- 
dreſs thoſe that had no ſenſe of their Peculiar, 
and no ſhare in it. As Daniel ſays to N- 
buchadnezzar, there is a God in Heaven, that 
reveals Secrets. And that Perſon muſt, with a 
very great expence to himſelf, know, that there 
the moſt High rules in the Kingdoms of Men, 


. v. 23. Thus he alfo tells Beſſbcs aar, that the God in 


whoſe hand thy Breath is, and whoſe are all 
thy ways, haſt thou not glorified. So far we 
may certainly go with any Swearer in all the 
world: Thou art ſpurning at the hand that 
formed thee; kicking at thy Lawgiver ; daring 
thy Judge. The Breath, that he ſu fers to 


be in thy Mouth, is all in bis hand ; and he 


can as ably flop it, as he now blames it. 
2. We may go farther, in our National 
Mercies. He is our God u pon that account; 


and therefore, he is a vile Briton, an ungrateful 


| Eng! man, or e chat makes a ah Lg 
1 | 


tional Bleſſings, who, with 


Fa * 


- Pꝛakane Swearing... 
ol that God, who has ſo often ſaved us; as if 
we were delivered to commit all theſe Abomi- 

nations. They ſeem to have no ſenſe of na- 
open Mouth, are 
throwing out their Filth upon a A a Be- 
nefactor. We reckon thoſe Enemies to our 
Country, who revile the of King 


WILLIAM. A Zeal for Religion and Liberty, 
will give us a diſdain of any ſordid Wretches, 


that abuſe the Name of him, by whoſe means : 


we had em. And, ſhall we not be fired at 
the Diſhonour of God, by whoſe Spirit that 
Great Prince was med, and by whoſe Pro- 
vidence he ſucceeded? | 
Let a Swearer pak for the worſt of our 
Malecontents. A Traitor may be ſuppoſed to 
act from a Principle: but a Swearer has none, = 
A blaſpheming Whig is a Load upon the Earth; 

a Monſter to be avoided and abhorred. And, 


| however God may employ them, we know 2 


that he will condemn them. When theſe talk 
of a Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, it is ſuch 
a Blunder in Language, as every ſerious Man 
will deſpiſe and laugh at.. 

He is tby God, as the Fountain of eter- 


ml Happineſs. He that is our God, is the palm 
God Salvation; and to God, the Lord, be- Ixvii. 20. 
long the Iſſues from Death. And, therefore 


by taking his Name in vain, the Rudeneſs is 
directed againſt the Author of all Grace and 
Glory. =: j 


's Secondly y. 


Ti Sis. hd. Ds, 


710 | you 92 ) . 


ee We 8 - 


- Name of God is, which it is ſo criminal to 


take in vain. - And I don't know how to give 
you a better Acoount of this, than we find in 
that excellent Form df found Words, the 4 
's Catechiſm : The Third —— 
e ment forbids the profa rr or hating any 
I ching whereby God makes ſelf known,” 
This 18 diffuled | into a r number of 
by the larger Catechiſm ; which, 
perhaps, is the beſt Summary boch of doc- 
trinal and practical Divinity, that the World 
ever ſaw, in an Language. The Sin for- 
* bidden in thai third Commapdment, is 
* the not ung of God's Name, as is required; 
and the abuſe of it, in ignorant, vain, irre- 
 <!:yerent, profane or wicked mentioning of 
<« his Titles, Attributes, Ordinances, or Works; 
Bla hemy, ; all finful Curling, 
« * yo V Ms lawful, or fulfilling 
em, if che things are unlawful; murmur- 
ing and quarrelling at, or curious PO 
« into, and miſapplying his . Decrees, 
% Providences ; miſinterpreting, or pervert- 
s ing his Word, or any part. of it, by profane 
« Teſts, unprofitable Queſtions, vain Jangling, 
c or maintaining falſe Doctrine; abuſing it, or 
t any thing contained under the Name of God, 
„ by Dreams or ſinful Luſts, and Practices; 


* maligning, ſcorning, reviling; 3 or anywiſe 85 


_ © oppoling of God's Grace, or Ways; 8 


« a profeſſion of Religion 1 A 8 3 for 


bo 3 ee of it, or 
« ſhame to it; by uncomfortable, unwiſe, 
« unfruitful, or offenſive W . ene 
« fliding from it.” k 2 au Brakes 
All the particulars in this copious 
are founded upon ſo many hw Scripture 
Thus richly Gad the Wor of God dwell in 
the Compilers of that admirable . Work. And 
in vain it is for a Set of Men to make our 
eſteem for the Catechi/m inconſiſtent with our 
 veneration for the Bible. Alas! theſe Mur- 
murers are far beneath thoſe reverend Fathers, 


both in their Acquaintance 42474 that Book, and 
their Duty fo it. However, I ſhall not take 


all this Latityde upon the-Words of my Text; 


but only obſerve to you, in a more general 
way, that as the Name of the Lord thy God, 


is any thing, by which he has made him- | 
ſelf known; fo the Profanation, whereby. it 
| lutfers, may be Lemos wr * two 

Headaran = 71-51 
Firſt, That which 1 is direfed r him, 
as the Lord. 5 

Secondiy, That which 3 is abuſive to him, 

as our God. 

Dif, The Name of God ſignifies what he 
is in. himſelf, and conveys to us thoſe infinite 
Perfections, chat ſuppoſe him antecedent 
our Nature, and independent on it. The 
Words by which he has expreſſed thoſe Glo- 
ties of the Deity either 3 his er 


his Aters butes. 
1. His 


Sin and D Danger of 


r. His Titles, by which he is diſtinguiſhed 
Hom al other Beings, are not ſo many in our 
Language, as they are in the Hebrew, I ſhalj 
collect * — into a little room, and only put 
in mind, that they ſtand in the Bible as the 
tions of an underived Nature; and 
ought never to be taken into our mouths, 
. a Reverence and godly Fear; as Moſes 
Deut. calls it, fhis glorious and fearful Nane, Tas 
xxviii 58. Lox D THY GoD. 
1. The Term God is peculiar to hn * 
ſignifies Independance, and Eternity. An els 
are called Gods ; but in every place where they 
have their Title, there's an abatement of the 
Meaning; fo that we ſee at once, that it im- 
| ports nothing of that in zhem, that it does in 
Hebei. Him. For, to the Angels tis faid, Worſhip 
pam. bim, all ye Gods. So, Magiſtrates are Cal, | 
but they ſhall die libe Men. The notion that 
the Term God ſignifies no more than Do- 
mi nion, is the bold aſſertion of vain Deceivers, 
that are in a plot againſt the Deity of Chriſt; 
taking counſel together againſt the Lord, and 
his Anointed. If it fignifies Dominion in 
Rulers, it can't do ſo in Angels; for there 
| Heb. ii. 5.is none of them, to whom he has pat in ſub. - 
jection the World to come. The Title in its 1 
oper original Meaning, conveys to us an ap- 1 
- nſion of an independent, eternal, infinite 4 
_ . Being. As God, he is over all blefſed for ever, | 
his then is one of thoſe Names, that ought 
not to be pronounced without an awe. And 
_ thoſe — [ God. ble . me, and, God have 
mercy,] 
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mercy,] when they 
Wonder, are very indecent: Tis an unbe- 


coming Freedom with this ſacred Word; and 


. Saen 


expres no more than our 


ſhews no great Senſe of an infinite diſtance 


between him and us. Hoh and reverend 11 * cxi, 


his Name. 
He, that ſpeaks of God in a trivial way; 


throws out the greateſt Yord upon the leaſt 
Occaſion. There's no proportion between the 


5 Matter and the Language ; he's gabling with 


a Name, which the Angels never utter with- 


out honour, nor the Devils without  trem- 
bling. I could ſooner be an 12heift, and diſ- 


d.s 
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believe a God, than a Swearer, and ridicule | 


kim. If chere is ſuch a Being, he has not 
given us his Titles, to fill up an empty Sen- 


tence; or to animate a fat one. If this is 


the Name, by which he will be known, he 


never defigned; that by it he ſhould be in 


ſulted; and therefore will not hold him guilt- 


leſs that takes his Name in vain. 
2. Another of thoſe Words, that he has 


ꝓ—ꝛ— 


made ſacred, is that of Lord. E. hus he cauſed 


his Glory to paſs before Moſes, with a repeti- 


tion of his Title, the Lord, the Lord God, — 
merciful and gracious. "Theſe are often joined R 
together. With theſe Adorations we bow at 


his Footſtool ; ; and they aboye praiſe him- be- 


Jews call it che unutterable Word: But that 
15 being devout, which 1 is no better, than being 
D 


wiſe | 


fore the Throne; Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Rev. iv. 
Almighty. This word LoR PD in our Tranſ- 8. | 
lation, expreſſes Febovab in the Hebrew. The 


The Sin and Danger, &c. 


wiſe above what's writien. God has uſed no 


| Word to us, that we may not uſe to him. And, 


I can't conceive, why our Tranſlators ſhould | 


be ſo ſparing of it in the Engliſb Bible. Had 
we read, that the Name Fa a Redeemer ſhould 
be Febovab our Righteouſneſs: That in Feho- 


uab, all the Seed of Mel ſhould be juſtified, 


and glory; the true Meaning of that Text in the 


New Teſtament had been more popular, that 


every Tongue ſhall oonſeſs, that Feſus is Loxp, 


to the glory of God the F ather. This i is another 
facred Name, which the Great God has made 


his own; and fignifies a Glory, that we can 
no more comprehend in our Thoughts, than 
we can in our Poſſeſſion. And, therefore, 


what he has ſan#ified, let not us make com- 


mon. I am ſorry, that our Tranſlation of 


the Bible, has thrown the Word out at ran- 


dom, in ſeveral places. 1 Cor. iv. 8. 20r. 


xi. I. I would to God : whereas the Original 
is no more than I wiſh. And more frequently 
that other Expreſſion, God forbid, which 1s 
ay, let it not "8 8 


„ 


« * 
7 * 
: ” * a p » - 
F ' - = - 
9 ”. * 
| 7 : 75 7 - . F . 
n \ "> | * my — "+ py 
: y ; — 
o a * 
. - * - " 
; N * 5 4 + 4 4 . * * 
7 * P * = = - * - 
. . 0 4 
: a _— ” a | * 
Y . 
1 9 8 4 
* 0 * 1 1 
- x ; . G — #3 * 
* 1 i « 
" ” ., . 


2 FF HE Name of God includes whit 


we call his Attributes, which are fo 
many Characters of the divine Nature, that 


convey to us ſome faint Ideas of his Perfection. 


Theſe are either general or particular. The 
general Characters run through every particu- 


lar Glory, belonging to him. He is infinite, 


eternal, unchangeable, The particular At- 
tributes, are ſo many Heads of Perfection, un- 


der which we conceive of him; his Being, 
Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Fuſtice, Goodneſs, 


and Truth, Theſe are always to be mention- 


ed with reverence. The common Oath a- 
mong the Fews was upon the firſt of them, 


his Being: As the Lord lives. That was the 
ſupreme and moſt important Article, what 
they were ſureſt of; and their Confidence in 
it, is given as a pledge, to the truth of any 
Affirmation. Thus the Angel lifted up his 


hand to Heaven, and fiwvare by him that li- Dan xii 7. 


veth for ever and tver. This is never to be 


taken into our lips but with great ſolemnity, 


and upon a great neceflity ; for confirmation, 


when it may put an end to all ftirife. Sweat- Heb. 1 


ing is an Appeal to God's Ommniſcience, that 
what we ſay is true, and a Challenge to his 
Anger, if what we ſay is falſe, The mean- 
Ry 1 Ms: ing 


16. 
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De Sin and Danger of 


- ing of an Oath is to call him, who ſearches 


the Heart, as a Witneſs of my Integrity, Or an 


Avenger of my Falſhood. He can tell what 
1s right, and I invoke his Reſentment, if what 
1 fay is wrong. 


You will eaſily ſee, that fk Language | is 


"not to be uſed, but where the occafion is ſa- 
cred, as well as the ccrien. Tis monſtrous 
in converſation, to bring in the greateſt Words, 


: that we can ſpeak, about the leaſt things that 


we can do. To ſolemnize every Trifle, and 
lay the higheſt Language upon the loweſt 
Thoughts, is N e and ridi- 


Jug 


II. As ches are ge Names of the Lord, 


that ſignify what he is in himſelf, fo there 


are others that expreſs his Relation to us : He 

is thy God. In the Text they do not only tell 
us, that he is our Creator, and Preſerver ; for 

that he was to all the World, as well as the 
Feus; but they are a token of his particular 
concern about that People. And we may 
tranſplant them under the New Teſtament to 


the r Redemption, that he has wrought 


out for the whole 1/rael of God. When The- 
mas faid to our "ek my Lord, and my. 
God; he declar'd ſuch a Faith in Jeſus, as 
that by which we have Life through his Name. 
Now any words, that relate to this Salvation 
ought never to be abuſed, by taking them into 
common Language. They who bring in dam- 
vole Hereſies, are deſerib d * a triflin 8 Tem- 


per 
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per of Mind. Their profane and vain habe 2 7 *. 
lings increaſe unto more Ungodljneſs. And, ; "JF 
how vile muſt it be, to uſe in deriſion, any 
of thoſe words, that give us the greateſt evi- 
dence of his Love ? Swearing by that Blood, 
and Wounds, upon Earth, from which we 
have all our hopes of getting to Heaven, is a 
| moſt profligate way of trampling under foot 
the Son of God, and counting. the Blood of the Heb.x.29, 
Covenant an unholy thing. His Inftifutrons 
- ought never to be mentioned in common 
Language. Swearing by the Sacrament, is a 
direct violation of this Law, and makes us | 
' guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord. i Cor. xi. 
| Swear not by Heaven, for it is God's Throne; 27- 

nor by the Earth, for it is his Foorftool; nor Mat. xxiii. 
by F * for it is the City of the great Ty 
King. | 
Thus haye 1 1 without ee 
many Particulars, what we are to underſtand, 

by the Name of the Lord our God. The 
Words, that he has made ſacred, we ſhould 
_ keep ſo; and uſe them agreeable 70 their Con- 
ſecration, with an Holineſs to the Lord. 1 
have but one thing more under this Head ; 


8 and that i is 


* 


III. To enquire, pak it is to tale the Na ame * 
of God in vain. By the Expoſition, that the 
larger Catechiſm has given us, you will ſee that 
the guilt of it is to be contin in a very 
extenſive way. It forbids all Superſtition, or 
want of Reverence about Gag s Ordinances ; 

| ali 


„„ 
all Lotteries, Curioſities, vain Janglin ng, and Jl 
c 


ing; and many things beſides, which are con- 
demned in this Law : for-the Commandment 11 
exceeding broad. But I ſhall keep within the 
bounds, that I have ſet myſelf, and need only de. 
ſeribe the Im piety under theſe two Particulars; 
I. The Profaneneſs of an Oath. And, 
2. The Fal/hood of it. 


And even the latter of them I ſhall Jin 


Intirely, as more ſuitable to another Text; ſo 
that the Doctrine or Propoſition I am to bur⸗ 
fue ! is this: 


| The #rofethe Uſe of theſe divine 2 wit” "ve - 


highly criminal. 
11 is taking that Name in vain, which God 
has determin d ſhall be ſacred, either in a way 
of Authority, or of Vengeance. I am here 
both to open, and to vindicate the heat of this 
great Anger, againſt thoſe, who are ſo abo- 
minable in their words. But at preſent I ſhall 


conſider the occafions of this vile practice, by 


what means it has abounded, to the ſcandal 
of our Nation, the reproach of our Religion, 


and the danger of all true Liberty: for this is 
the Root of bitterneſs that lies at the bottom 


of all our Confufions. 

I. It is very often the effect of Imperti- 
nence; that Men know not what to fay, and 

fivear for want of other words. This is the 


ſofteſt, as well as the loweſt account, we can 


give of it. We can ſay nothing more favour- 
able of a Swearer, than that he is a Coxcomb, 


1 rating Fool, who would be at a 


loſs 


8 


as a —_— PYY . 
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Pꝛokane Swearing: 
Jos for Expreſſions, if he had not a ſet of 


theſe in If you fa, this s in after 
to many, who are gui Ity ; my. Anſwer is, 
that 1 muſt either give them this Character, 


or 4 worſe,. Thee is nothing but fillies; 


and folly, can be their ſs If it obtains- 
among thoſe, who are far from wanting ſenſe 3 


yet, in this practice, they talk by the moſt un- 
bappy Forms, that were ever choſen. 


1 wiſh, that Perſons of figure, would be 5 


faithful to this Argument, and preſs it upon 
their Companions; that if they are not con- 
vinc'd, they may be aſbam d. "Here is a part 
of every Sentence, that muſt ſignify nothing 
at all, without the leaſt connection to any o- 


ther word. Men, who would be thought 


Maſters of Eloquence, and Propriety in Lan- 
guage, can thunder out a company of noiſy 
Phraſes, that have all ſound, and no ſenſe, 
It is not with any great juſtice, that ſuch in- 
decent, vain Talkers, ſhould paſs for the po- 
lite part of the World. Of all the Superflui- 


ties in Speech, that make us ridiculous, they 5 


chiefly do it, that ſhew an emptineſs of * 
gument, and a fulneſs of Atheiſm. 
2. Many have {lid into this folly una wares, 


buy a frequent converſation with thoſe, that 


are guilty. Be not deceived: Evil ee 1 


cations corrupt good Manners. There is n9033- 


abomination, that is more contagious. If you 
cannot cure your Acquaintance of ſwearing, 
you are in danger of being infected by them. 
We are Charged, 99% tp wn any friendſhip 

- 4 with 


d N. Sin , D Danger of 
with an angry Man; and, with a furious Mas 


not to go; left we learn of bis avays, and get 
a ſnare to our Souls. The Rule, and the Rea- 
ſon, is the ſame, as to a profane Converſation. 
By degrees, our dread at the hearing of an 
Oath is abated; after that, we can be more 
familiar with it; this proceeds to an Indiffe- 
rence, and at laſt to an Imitation. 


Let me take this occaſion to warn you a- 


— in it; and that is, in telling a ſtory, 
People will repeat the Oaths, with which they 
heard it. If this is a part of the jeſt, drop 


the whole. It can be no entertainment to 
any, but a profane Perſon. A Speech that 


will not paſs without this impious larding 


ought never to be taken within our lips: No 


Company is worth keeping, with ſo muck 


hazard of Defilement to your Converſation, 


and of Peace to your Souls. A Man may go 
for. his humour into a Peſthouſe, and not be 
infected; but he is a Fool that tries, whether 


2 er v. he can, or no. It is the ſafeſt way to a” 


from all appearance off Evil, 

In many People, this is a defend Im- 
piety. They make themſelves agreeable by 
ſuch Language. And, that's the caſe of thoſe, 


wvbo are got above their Education ; and would 


be diſtinguiſhed from the Sim plicity of their 
Fathers. They are afraid che World will ſuſpect 


the Sincerity of their Change; and therefore 5 
run very faſt into all the ways of a popular 


. Conviction; that they a are no _ — 


ſt a very frivolous Inpiety, that has no 
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P2ofane Swearing 
I, take it for granted, chat Peter heard a great 
deal of Curſing and Swearing in the High- 


Prieſt's Hall; which made him talk as they 


did, by way of ſelf-defence, - 
Indeed, tis pity, any ſhould think it an Ac- 


compliſhment. And 1 believe, this their way. 


3s . 


— „ 


is their foly; and they do but grow con- 


temptible, by the newne/s of their Impiety. 
Such as theſe have ſold themſelves to do evil. 
They have made ſhipwreck of F Faith, and a 


good Conſcience. Their Crime is a preſage 


of their Ruin, They have given up God; 


and he has given up them as if there was a 


parting by mutual conſent. I muſt leave theſe 
mercenary Swearers to the hardneſs of their 


Hearts; for, perhaps, they'll receive no Con- 
viction, till ** get it in the Fame of ano- 


ther World. 
4. Many are e betray'd } into this practice f 


Swearing, by Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, This 


is ſinning in the moſt expeditious way, with 


a Cruelty both to Soul and Body. That, 
which is pleaded as the excuſe for an J Oath, is 


an aggravation, A ſwearing Drunkard, one 


that goes on reeling and curſing, is ſuch a 
mixture of the Beaſt and The Devil, that the 


Crimes of Earth and Hell are met together in 


him. An exceſs of Riot is making quick 
work with his Body. And, as if he was a- 


fraid his Soul would not have guilt enough, to 
come in for a ſhare of Miſery, he reſolves 


that the two Abominations ſhall move with 
an e Pace, 3 
E Tous 
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"Twas a comfort to David, that his Tears 
| - Plalli.8 were in God's Bottle : his Prayers in his Book, 
1 But ſuch as theſe, ſhall have all their Debau- 
_—  cherics fill'd over again in a cup of trembling, 
= Every Oath and Curſe, is noted down, And, 
what a number of them may you expect to 
find? How many thouſand Sentences are put 
upon your ſcore? If every idle Word is to be 
accounted for; much more theſe /aborious 
Words. Withing for Damnation, is working 
cut your Damnation. And you ſhall have it 
at large. Don't ſuppoſe, that this rattling talk 
dies in the air, into which you breathe it. 
There's not a profane Oath, that was ever 
| ſworn in the world, that does not come into 
remembrance before God. And though Men 
think their Tongues are their own; yet it 
may take off the arrogance of that, ſaying, to 
remember, what Chriſt has told them; that 
thy words, thou art to be condemned. The 
Advice in this caſe, is plain. Keep out of 
the way of all theſe Temptations. Drunken- 
neſs, is a Sin beneath human Nature: Swear- 
ing, is a Sin above it. It is rather the wicked- 
neſs of accurſed Spirits, than ape to the 
Life, we live in the Fleſh, 
F. This is often the helliſh vent, that Poo. 
p. give to their Paſſion. They are angry, and 
value neither What they fay, nor what they 
do; ſo that here, thoſe Words are literally 
tttue; that the Tongue does not only ſet on fire 
Jam. iii.6. the whole courſe of nature, but is Jet on fire 


of Hell. This boiſterous * is as 2 | 
te 
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Profane avian 

fite to the Deſign and Spirit of Chriſtianity 

zs any other, We don't uſually indeed ſpeak 
ſo ill of a-paſſtonate Man, as a drunken one; 

but the Scripture does, He that is ſoon an- 
gry, deals with folly. And if any Man among 
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you ſeem to be religious, and ridles not his Jam. i. 2. 


Tongue, that Man's Religion is vain, I al- 
low that ſome Tempers are more inclined to 
Paſſion, as ſome Conſtitutions are to fleſhly 
Luſts. But that's no excuſe for either. Tis 
pity, that ſeveral Profeſſors act as if they 

thought the Wickedneſs was gone out of the 
Conſcience, as ſoon as it is out of the Prac- 
rice, They will fy, the Fury is quickly 
over; but it is more than they know, that the 
Guilt is ſo. However, I only conſider this 
Crime as it occaſions another, and that is pro- 
fane talking. And, what a dreadful Compo- 
ſition is here? Here's. a Perſon tearing. his 
fellow Creature, who has offended bim; and 
carrying up his anger againſt the Lord, who. 
has not. He fears not God; and he regards 
not Man. When you begin with your Paſ- 
ſion, you know not where it will end, Per- 
haps, here is one, who has provoked you; and 
is there no way of being juſt againſt him, with- 
out an Act of Injuſtice againſt the God, by 
whom you live? Shall your Anger reach to 


Heaven? Will you take your Revenge on 


him, ,who has been always ' gracious, and 
lon g ſuffering. Set a Watch before your Mouth; 


and l the Door of yohr Lips. 
FFF * 6.1 
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6. I am afraid, we may ſometimes conſider 
this Crime of Swearing, as the mark of a 5. 
dicial Impenitency, that God has given em 
up to an | hardneſs of Heart, by which they 
are paſt feeling. When Perſons break through 
the Education/ that has held them in, they 
run faſter than others : In Blaſphemies they 
are more abundant. They ſwear and curſe, 
at an uncommon rate. This caſe is figured 
out in an awful Parable : When the unclean 
Spirit goes out of a Man, he is empty, ſwept, 
and garniſhed ; but he takes to himſelf even 
other Spirits more wicked than be. That is, 
there is ſome Reformation for a while; but 
the Relapſe of an awaken'd Sinner, or the 
Apoſtacy of an hopeful Youth, looks like ſeven 
Spirits, inſtead of one. The latter End of 
j that Man is worſe than his Beginning. This 
may be conſidered as the Hand of God againſt 
_ em two Ways: e eee N 
1. In Juſtice to them. 
2.: In Mercy to ess... 
1. Tis a righteous thing againſt them that 
have deſpiſed the Riches of his long- ſuffering. 
His Spirit will no more ſfrive with them. 
They have choſen an hardneſs of Heart; and 
they ſhall Save it. They have laughed at all 
the Impreſſions of divine Grace; and therefore, 
they ſhall have none of em. They have ſo long 
grieved the Spirit of God, that now he leaves 
ei to be ſealed up; not to day of Redemp- 
tion, but to a day of Wrath, and the revela- 
tion of a righteous Judgment. Re 
4 Rs Wy 2. This 
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When Men receive not the Love of the Truth, 
they fall a wrangling about the Gepe; and 
quickly throw off all regard for the Law. 
Whilſt they are diſputing againſt revealed Re- 
ligion, God leaves em to be ſcandalous about 
what is natural. Swearers ſet up. for Criticks. 


Drunkards are the Advocates of Liberty. Men 


of no Communion cry out againſt Impoſitions. 
They are more tender about Creeds, and Cate- 


29 
2. This is for the protection of good People. 


chiſms, than they are about Temperance and 


Chaſtity: They will curſe for Charity; and foam 


for Moderation ; throwing out every argument 
with a Flame ; and ſealing -it with an Oath. 


This is Free-thinking with a vengeance. ' They 


do not ſo much as come in ſheeps clothing. 
They are inwardly, nay, they are outwardly, ra- 
vening Wolves. Surely the Schemes, that we have 
from theſe Champions, are not likely to make 
any great Impreſſion upon thoſe, * who ac- 
cuſtom themſelves to Words of Truth and So- 
berneſs. « We are not to be bullied out of our 
Religion, by a Company of Swearers. God 


lets them be &nown, that they may be hated. 


II. We are now to conſider, the tremen- 


dous, and awful Reaſon, that is given for this 
Prohibition'; the Lord will not hold him guilt- 
leſs, who takes his Name in vain. This he 


declares in the Thunder of his Power. And, 


O that we, who know the Terrors of the Lord, 
may perſuade Men; and may be manifeſt 
to every one's Conſcience in the fight of 
_* God! | Firſt, 
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The Sin and Danger of 


© Beſt, I ks give you FU Tokens of 


th Divine Anger againſt Profane Swearers, 
a” V — this righteous Judgment 


dive Terms, yet it does not fignify, either, 
1. Any diminution of the Crime; as if it 


Was a meer indifference; and tliat a Man may be 


guilty of it without much Impurity, or Dan- 
ger. Nor, are we to underſtand by it 


ee in God, n if it wi be. 
neath him to punith all the Excurſions of a 


rattling Tongue. He often lays out his Anger 


with a reſerve of Language, that carries in it 


more than is expreſſed. Thus, when he fays, 


my Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in them ; the . 


meaning is not, that he throws himſelf 1 into a 


- Neutrality about them ; as if he _ — | 


ther do em good, nor harm. And ſo 


to take it here: The Lord's 105 olding . 
him guiltleſs i is an aſſurance, that he will find 
him guilty. His Sin goes beforehand unto 


Judgment. The Heavens ſhall reveal his Ini- 


——} and the Earth ſhall riſ up againſt him. 


owever, the manner of delivering this Argu- 


ment ſignifies, as we are told in the Shorter 
Catechiſm; that though the breakers of 


« this Commandment may eſcape Puniſh- 
ec ment from Men; yet the Lord our God 


. 4e will not ſuffer them. to TT 1 righteous 


9 — 


the Contradictions of Sinners; for 
— may obſerve the extent, and force, of the 
e , Though it is delivered in nega- 


Pꝛofane Swearing. 
« Judgment.” Here it n be inquired and 
objected ; | 


| How does it appear, that the Lond will | 
not hold them guiltleſs, that take his Name 


in vain? They live with the fame Proſperity; 
and. Comfort, that others do. It goes well 
with thoſe that dwell in their Tabernacles. 
As, is the Righteous ; ſo, is the Sinner; and 


he that ive ars, as be that - -fee 


31 


ars an Oath. Eel | ix. 


We can't pretend to give the full Number: 2. 


of thoſe Evils, that he has laid up for theſe. 
Sinners: The Thunder. of his. Power, who can 
underſtand? That which lies moſt open to 


your Notice; and therefore is moſt proper for 5 


your Conviction, I would w_ under the fol- 
lowing Heads. 8 

1. That a profane Swearer is dne, . 
totally loſt, as to all ſenſe. of” Gad; and is in- 
capable of any Advantage 1 in the Work of _ 


ligion : For, 


2. When he has got this length, he is 5 


up to deſtroy the Form of Godlineſs; and 


will either fall from his Frofeſſion, or "Ms Scan- 
dalous to it. 


3. He is abominable in the Eyes of thoſe: 


who have any Notion of Eternity upon their | 


Minds. 
4. He is exposd to the Contempt of all 


Mankind, as one no longer to be truſted : For 


a profane Oath-is the high Road to a falſe one. 


5. He is unguarded againſt all Temptations 
every Wickedneſs may * when this has 
A — 


6. It 


32 e di and Danger „ 
6. It brings with it a ſeared Cnſeiente 5 n 
Heart that cannot repent. 
7. This hurries him into Deſpair; for tho 
that t may ſeem the moſt 9 7 to an pst 
r 


r 


tency, it is not very diſtant from it. 
8. The great Reſerve of Anger is laid up in 
another World for thoſe, that are not pluckd 
as Brands out of the Fire. You will eaſily fee, 
that moſt of theſe Particulars are fram'd Wick 
a2 View to thoſe Swearers, who have had a re- 
ligious Education. And it is a moſt affecting 
Qaſe, which the Heavens may hear, and the 
16. 5. 2 Earth be aſtoniſhed at, that the Lord has now 
iſhed, and brought up Chilaren ; and they 
F—A>_. bave rebelled. — him. The Families, 
I where Prayer was wont to be made, are now 
| the Seat of Mockers. Indeed, we have little 
5 hope of doing good to ſuch as theſe ; but, that 
| we muſt leave to him who made them, and 
can make his Sword approach unto em. 
3 | 1. The Caſe of Swearers is the more dan- 
= gerous, as it is a terrible Argument, that they 
are Joſt to all Acquaintance with God. To the 
Wicked, the Lord ſays, what haſt thou to do 
Plat. i. to declare my Statutes, or take my Covenant in- 
 16.. to thy Lips? Thou giveſt thy Mouth to Evil. 
TI am afraid, many will make a Jeſt of this; 
for as they deſign 7G get no. ſpuitoal good, it is 
no damage to miſs of it. They can trifle 
away the Sabbath; and keep out of the Sound 
of the Goſpel. 8⁰ that this is an Argament 
to which the Conſcience of many a Swearer is 
impenetrable. But, as thus f is a Danger, it 1s 


my 


a ed 


. | * > : : 
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Peofane (Guat: 33 
my Duty to open it, whether you vil Hear, 
or whe you will forbear: To write it in Ja. xxx. 
| Tables, and note it in a Book, that it may be 
ſor the time to come, for ever and ever; that 
they are rebellious People, Hing Caller, that 
will not hear the Law of 5 Lord. 
Conſider, what a dreadful State they ai be 
ſunk into, to all whom the Means of Grace are 9 
deadned. F cur Gofpel is hid, tis hid to 3 55 ; Cor. i 
| that are hoſt; There's not a more + 
judgment in all the Bible, than what the Her 
| Ghoſt ſpake by the mouth of Iſaias the Pro- "37 
phet; Go, af make the Heart of this Peo- Ila. vi. 10. 
ple fat; and cloſe their Eyes, that they may not 1 
be converted, and healed. This may be the 
Doom of many Profeſſors; but it is certainly 
bus of a notorious Swearer- Nothing can do 
him any good, during this practice, If ever a 
Sermon is bleſs d to his Soul, there will be an 
immediate Reformation” in his Tongue. He 
may be zealous for the Church, or make a noiſe 
about Liberty; but it is undeniable, , thathewho 
has no Fear of an Oath, has no Fear of God. 
It fignifies nothing, what Party he belongs to: 
his Speech bewrays him. He is of his Father 
the Devil. Every thing he does in Religion 
bardens him; and eſpecially his receiving he 
Lord's Supper. The Guilt of obliging Swear- 
ers, to eat and drink Damnation to themſelves, 
is that for which God will make inquiſition; 22 N 
and pour Contempt upon thoſe, who have 
pleaded for the Ettablithment of chat Iniqui- 
ty by a Law. Such Thrones have no Fellow- 
3 ſhip 
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unit for the Sacrament, but becomes viler by. 
tit; and ripens faſter for Hell. If we may 


The Sin an * of - 


A profane Swearer, is not only. 


ſhip with him, , 


judge of what enters into the Mouth, by. what 


comes aut of it, we may ſay of them, as it is 


faid of Judas, that Satan has — a new poſ 


ſeſſion of em. And they may be ſuppoſed 
to eat, and drink Damnation, wth bring it out 
| in ray” Sentence, 


A Swearer will either give up hes pro- | 


i Yo uſed to make, or continue it with a 


Plague to the Chu ich, that he belongs to. 


: The former of theſe js the moſt likely, and 


the moſt deſireable. It is the Deſign of Ex- 
communication, that Men may learn not 0 
blaſpbeme. But the latter is what we have 

Examples of. From the Prophets of Hrdel 
Nene we went out into all the Land. A So- 
ciety ſhall afways-/ufer by any publick Wic- 
hack which they connive at. The plain Rule 
of the Goſpel is, to purge out the old Leaven. 


No Church can harbour a Swearer without a 


Scandal to itſelf. And though they may be 
puff'd ip in the Poſſeſſion of ſuch Members; 
yet that which gives em ſo little Care, will 
give them a great deal of Danger: for their 
Word will eat as a Canker, or a Gangrene. 
At firſt, the Diſturbers of our Peace begin 
with Craftineks, and lying Words; but the Diſ- 
guiſe goes off in time: and then, they are co- 
vetous, proud, Boaſters, Bla ſphemers, Inven- 
ters of evil things, unthankful, unholy, in- 


Bi. 4, 5 continent Merce, defp fer of them that are good 3 


Taito 


Pꝛofane Swraring. 


| Traitors, Jeay, high-minded, lavers of Phaſure 
more than lovers of God. They 7 over. 
throw the Faith 1 ſome, will incumber the 
Pace of all. ey, "who deny the. only 
Lord God, and our TAN f Jeſs Grip ale a 
led un godiy Men, raging 

framing out their own Shame. After this, they 


are wandring Stars, and ſeparate themſelves, | 


having not the Spirit. They are Murmurers 
and Complainers. Hymeneus and Alexander 


made ſhipwreck, not only of F aitb, but a 


good Conſcience. 

A Swearer becomes abominable to the 
ſerious part of the World. It is impoſlible, 
that a good Man ſhould hear an Oath with- 
out an inward Contempt of him that utters it. 


And though we often want Courage to Jay 


this, yet, in the Eye of every true Chriſtian, 


aves. of the. Sea, * 5 


' @ vile Perſon is contemn d. Tis a ſtain upon Paal xv. 


the greateſt Parts, and the moſt agreeable # 


Temper. How Aat does the Character come 
off, © that ſuch an one is a moſt ingenious 
8 Man, obliging, friendly, and of. good be- 
© haviour ; but in every Sentence he takesa 
© liberty of inſulting - the God that. made 


«© him ?” I fear, our Abhorrence of theſe 


Ways i is too much a Secret. We ought to be 
more open, and daring, in the Cauſe of God. 
And, perhaps, it might be ſome refraint upon 
à licentious Ton ue, if People knew, that there- 
by they forfeit 125 Eſteem, and Confidence: of 
choſe it that love em. Efp cially, let us convince 


uch as are in publick laces, that Popularity 
"BB. and 


} 


The Sin and e of 


and Profaneneſs are inconſiſtent. We ſhould 
not herd with thoſe, whom God abhors. And, 
can there be a greater Evidence of his abhor- 
ring them, than the perpetual Abhorrence 


which they ſhew of him? 


4. A Swearer will be the Sande of: all | 
Mankind. I cannot but think, that a profane 


Oath is always recejv'd with a Dittidence 


it on. A Man, that hears you make a 


For my own part, I never hear a Swearer, but 
I ſuſpect he is a Zyary, becauſe Truth does not 


want a frivolous ſole And the Perſon 


who is not afraid to diſhonour a God, will 
never make any ſcruple of deceiving a Man. 


A profane Oath will ſupple the Conſcience, 


and make it capable of an u7yjuft one. When 


the Name of God is no more, than the Flou- 


tiſh of a ſilly Sentence, People will bring it in to 
cover their Fa//hood, as they do now to ſet off 
their Impertinence. Tis certainly deſireable 
to have ſo much Eſteem in the World, as to 
be capable of receiving, and doing Service to 
our Generation. But, if there is any Perſon, 
who draws upon himſelf an univerſal Hatred, 


and Suſpicion, it muſt be a common Swearer, 


heed him, or truſt him. 
You ſee by the Nature of en Crime; 


that it draws the Contempt of Mankind 
upon thoſe, that are guilty : And, beſides 


this ; the righteous Judgment of God helps 
Jeſt of all that's ſacred, has no handle to be- 


eve you; * to ſhow: why he ſhould 


1 | truſb 


He puts it out of every one's n, either to 


„ Pn In OI 3.0 Ws. 3 Holt, an. 
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ou. An Oath is for Confirmation, and Heb. vi. | 
be the End of all Strife - But, it can- * 


e fave no Reverence for the 
whom you ſwear; as you 
* 


Name of him, 
muſt not be ſu poſed to have, when you t 
out with Paſſion, and Vanity. Can I have 


any hold of that Perſon's Promiſes, when no- 
thing has any hold of his Condeience ? Will | 
he be faithful to me, who is ſo frothy to God? 


No; the cement is gone; the thing that 


ſhould give us a mutual Aſſurance in one ano— 


ther. Had Zedekiah, the King of Fudah, 
been a profane Swearer, thoſe Words would 
have paſs d for little with the Prophet; As the 


Lord liveth, who-made us this Soul, 1 will not t 
1 


put thee to death. A 
This may alſo be conſidered, as the righteous 
Judgment of God. He, honours thoſs that 


| honour him; but they that deſpiſe him, ſhall 1 Sam. ii. | 


be lightly eſteemed of bim. If his Name is 3% 


contemptible to you, yours ſhall be fo to the 
World. It may be ſaid of many a one, that 
he had formerly a ſtock of Reputation, till he 
fwore it away. But, as he would not ſuffer 
you to hear him without an Oath, now you 


cannot believe him with it. We of this Na- 


tion ought to conſider ſuch a caſe with horror, 
who are deſcended from People, that about an 


hundred years ago ruled with God, and were Hor A 


faithful with his Saints. 
ſacred Name, as it was always with ſolemnity, 
it was always with Hgnificancy. What they 


ſaid u pon theſe Occaſions was of * with 
themſe! ves 


When they uſed the 12. 


b ** 8 


that heard em. They delivered it with Reye. 
rence, and it was received with | Confidence, 
When an Exglilb Commander has thought it 


his Refolutions with an Oath, he has made all 


the Power of Spain and France to tremble, 
to know, that ſuch an one 


They were taught 
never took the Name of God in vain, But a 
| 232 Perſon has all the Air of a Proſtitute. 


wu ll have ſuſpicion 1. the A. 


1 


8 E R. 


neceſſaty, either in Words or Writing, to ſeal 


+ that ſee no harm in the n 
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like a City, that is broken down, and without 
Walls. You: ſeldom ' ſee this Vice alone. It 
promotes the very Crimes; from whence it pro- 
cecds; and 1 is -both. giving; and taking the ſame 
moment. If it is the Language of your Pride, 
and Vanity, it puts a new — into theſe 


lmpurities: For the Man, who gives ſuch a 


vent to his Haughtineſs, will grow intolerable. 


tations to any other Wickedneſs; he is 


* 
2 
— 


He jets his Mouth again the Heavens; and pal. 


his Ton gue walls over "the "Earth. Swear- xi. 9. 


ing * the Paſſion, by which it is produ- 
ced. Every Sentence blows up the Flame; 


and ſhows, that he Tongue is ſet on fire of i Hell. . is. 


People that ſuffer themſelves to take this Li 

berty, will find that it grows upon em. "They 
will be expoſed to the worſt Com A 
Swearer is fat for none, but choke that ane: Gb fab 


Hell. He muſt either be a Burden to others, 


or they to him. As Religion begins with the 


» 


Fear of God, (Faith itſelf is moved with Fear, ) Heb. xi. 


ſo a Man that has no Fear of God before his 7 


Eyes, will commit Iniquity with greedineſs. 


And, if they do not ſcruple an Act of Profane- 


nels, > they will ſeruple no Aborhination, _ 
e 


may g ene without. ſhame, or 
=> b. nfs the Language of 'Thieves, and. 
Robbers ; of Highwaymen, and Murdeters; 
and the whe. train of Hell, that: are yet- 
upon earth. 

6. — is bunk the — and the 
meant of a ſeared Conſcience, and an Heart 
tlmt cannot repent ; eſpecially. in thoſe, whoſe: 
Education lad giveirchem's better turn. When 
Praying/was the work of a Parent, and Cur-! 


i ce. cf cihe -Ghild, there's a great. 


change in that Family. They are free among 
the Dead; and ſuch as God remembreth no 
more. If a Man is a Drunkard, or a For- 
nicator, there may be — left within 
him, to faſten à Reproof on Gans if with: 
ths he becomes a Sweater, his Heart: will: 
be like the nether Millſtone. How can you. 
think, that he will have any r regard to your 


. Great God? You can tell him nothing that 
be does not know, and deſpiſe. He holds all 
| your Arguments at. Ef 
7. This 3 above: e wil hou 
People into deſpair A Sin may be. puniſhed 
=. — — to be moſt de- 
fended. Derne e There 
is a withholding more than is meet, and it 
tendeth to iy: He, that makes haſte to 


not, chat Poverty ſball come upon him. Glut- 


Prov. 


xxviii. 22. ars _ eee to Joath iy "Pre 
[ 


FY 


Reproof, who has none to the Name of the 


be rich, ſhall not be innocent; and conſiders 


cs wad lO tw. . 


* 
mas OM. A. 


And though Swearing argues an intrepidity 3 


— ends in a Depbair. Theres 
no Man upon Earth ſo likely to begin his Hell : 
before he dies, as he that often — 


Damnation before it comes. Pe 


have gone on for ſeveral Vears, w * lf 
courſe of Blaſphemy; either, * — a 

ſenſe of this Impiety, O 2 t, If 

3 not, you 175 blindfold into a World. 


L _ fane. If you have, what muſt you 


„ to do it? 
8. The great Reſerve. of his Auge 


And as Hell is the Place of Torment; it's the 


place of Feeling. Tbe Art of hearing without 
applying; and turning off an Argument with a 


Bneer; will be all log on the other ſide Death. 


There may be but a little time between ſwear⸗ 
In this Language many have 


ing and dying. In 
breathed out their Souls. The laſt Thing they 


ſay is, to 205 for Damnation 3, the firſt thing 


meet with is to receive it. This ought 
o be the concern of our Armies; who are in 


off a thouſand, without any leiſure to change 


tering whey b wo 


yourſelves, — you feel the Ter- 
. — and find that he is a jealous 
God, whom you have treated with a daily 
Scom ? Will you not conclude, that he is 
bound to — va, WhO have fo often dared 


ron all 


anocher World. Conſcience may be awaken'd 
in this Life.; but it 27 l be ſo im the next. 


Ford 10 every hour. A fe Moments may carry 


5 „eden Austin WW 
Pride, n n hanghny Spiri go befere.s Fall, 1 


xxix. 1. 


you have heard, with two Words of A ppl 


The Sin and Danger. of 
that they'll be capable of Gaying, 'God /ave me, 


whoſe Mouths have been uſed to a very diffe- 
rent Expreſſion. The Bullet comes in as the 


Curſe is going out. And as they have freely 
damm d tbemſelues, the Great God takes them at 
their word. He, that being often reproved, 


bardens his Neck, ſhall July be Auge 
1 5 that without remedy. 


Before I go any farther, let me review what 


cation. 


Jer. xxiii. 
, VO. 


Zech. V. 
3. 


1. See the forbearance and lng-ſu gering 
God, who endures with much patience 1 


Veſlels of Wrath, that are fitted for Deſtruc- 
tion. Becauſe of Swearing the Land mourns : 
The Earth is putrified, the Air is corrupted. "Tis 


a ſcandal to our Nation. Here's 2 Curſe gone 
over the Barth, -and every one that ſwears 


all be cut off according to it. Tis the In- 


famy of this Age, that ſuch Wretches go 


1 Cor. vi. 
1 -$t.- 


along the Streets, who were reſtrained in the 
ii. Joſt. Tis a ſign that they, that work Wicked- 
neſs, are ſet up, when they that fempt God 
(even to damn 'em) are delivered. Why 


does not Providence ruſh into the Quarrel; 
and give 'em what they call for? We can 


only fay, he is God, and not Man; and there- 
fore does not return to execute the fiercencls 


of his Anger. 
2. How exceeding. ak | muſt that 
| o race be, that among the vileſt of People, 


can make V. effels to Honour ! Such were ſome 


” Y you ; but ye are . but ye are ſancti- 


2 filed, 
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43. 
| fied, in the Name of the Lord: Jeſus, and by | 
the Spirit of our God. He waited many 
Years to be gracious: you were then priſoners 
of Hope, and nom you are pluck'd, as brands, 
cut of the Fire. Satan took it for granted, . 
that you were all his own, But your Expe- 
rienceis a living Argument, that there's 4 frron-, 


ger than be, who has taken from him all his Ar- 


mour wherein he truſted 5 and divided his Spoils.” 


Sent: Upon this awful Subje&t, I would. - 


aſcribe Righteouſneſs to my Maker; and ſay, 
that the Fudgment of God is according 10 
Truth, againſt them that do ſuch things. Juſt 


and right! is he, who has told us, that he will, 


| hot hold him guiltleſs, that takes his Name in 


vain. Upon this. head, I ſhall lay before you 


the Vileneſs of the Crime itſelf; and the' ; hor- 


rid Impariy of the Man, who commits it, 


A Swearer ſtrikes at the firſt Principles 
of- al Religion, both natural and revealed, 


which i is, that there is a God; ; and that he 


ought to. be had in reverence. 


2. He diſhonours this God without any Pro- | 


vocation. 


3. ie dom, © it in 4 of thoſe Threat- 


nings, that are recordedin the Book of Life. 


ours out the inward Contempt of 


4. 
kl Soha upon all that is ſacred. 

F. He deſtroys the ground of all mutual 
Confidence that Men have with one another. 


6. He fins without the Temptations of Pro- 


tit Or Pleaſure: And a8 he has fold himfe elf 8 


GY > | .. 


5 velation, i it fills up the Meaſure of their Triqui- 5 
fy ; and 457 nauſeous both to God 


* E | 
| "T's a Violence offered to a Man's on 


Laws, that we have upon 


Heart, and fays, J ſhall 
God ftretches out his Hand againſt him, and 


do evil be is the rap Bargain chat Say 


| has i in all the world t 
7. This is the Iniquity of the Devils : And 


where can be the honour of fioming after their 


cker 
9. Iis with a gcorn of the 20% human 
Earth. And, 


10. When ſuch as theſe diſpute againſt Re. 


and Man. 
Behold a Swearer in | this light. Take your 
opinion of him, not by the Cuſtom of a de- 


enerate Age, but from the true Nature of 


Though be ne bimſelf in his own 


ſtrikes him down with a ſudden Judgment, all 
Mankind are filled with an Awe, and think 


(if they do not fay it,) that the Lord is righ= 
zeous.; he has given the Cu p of Trembling 5 


to thoſe that are 1 5 
I. Here's a Wickednefs, that Ken the 


main Principle of all Religion ; ; that God 11 0 


le had in reverence, This is undiſputed, even 


among the Heathen; for, what may be known 
of God is manifeſt in them ; and it's at their 


i peril, if they do not act according to it, and 


| 7555 ify him as God. Revelation alſo begins 


re. He that comes unto God muſt believe 


5 that 2 7 is, Nay, there's a full — ef 


this 


ve peace; yet when 


* 
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is in El "There they 
Z Now, by a Swearer theſs foundations are den '? 
ſtroyed. The Principles that are owned in 
the very Chambers af Darkneſs for no- 
thing with him. In Forks he God 
nay, he does it in orgs. He is not content 
with the Folly of ſaying in his Heart, {there's 
no God; but it's the Sin of his Mouth; the 

Iniquiry.of his Lips: he ſpeaks it aloud. We 
| have a dread of an Atheift, a Man w go 

about with oool and faber Rea againſt 
the uſual Sentiments of the World. He is re- 
garded with horror. We look upon him as a 
Monſter. in our Nature, and an. i it. 
And, can you think any better of a Swearer? 
The Difference between them is this: The 


— 5 1 


one denies, what he does not believe; and the 


other profanes what he profefles. He has left 
off to be wiſe; to een He abhors not E- 
vil. If you try Men's Opinions by their Prac- 
tice, which is t e faireſt way, you cannot think 
that he, who blaſphemes a God, does appre- 
hend one. Does he believe a Vengeance, who 
dares it upon his own Head, with familiar Im- 
precations? Who makes it 'bis Common Pray- 
er? and begs for it, as if it was for his dazh 
Bread? Can he ſu ppoſe that God is infinite, 
and tranſcendent above all, whom he uſes with 
a Rudeneſs, that he durſt not offer to his E- 
qual? The fear of puniſhment, and the rules 
of decency, will oblige us to ſpeak of thoſe, 
Vo are but little above us, reſpect, and 
caution, And, is * it ace» righteous (ing th 


wen Danger 
God, to let thoſe that deſpiſe dim. feelin ran; 
. what they talk of in zeft ! ' 
7 Dabercompe's eee that 
have any Doubts about the lower Principles of 
Religion; ſuch an one delivers his objections 
with modeſty, and ought to be heard with 
meekneſs. But, he that p the Name of 
God, ftrikes at every thing that's s ſacred : And, 
be does it with an arrogance, that ſhows um 
to be triumphant over all ſhame. |: And, can 
ſuch an one, if he is deſpis d, or - puniſhed; 
pretend, that he ſuffers for Religion ?. If there 
a God, he is loudly. call d upon to vindicate 
his Glory, : : And we need not doubt, but he 
will do it. They, that deſpiſe. his long-ſuffer- 
ing, do not eſcape his wrath | They only 7rea- 
Rev. i. 7. ſure it up to the Day of Wrath: For, when 
he comes in Clouds, every Eye ſhall / ſee 
him; even they that have pierced him through, 
with their bitter words; and all Kindreds ot 
the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. 

2. A Swearer goes on to diſhonour the God, 
that has given him 10 provocation. He is an- 
ory without cauſe. This is uſually the Lan- 
guage of an uncontroll'd Paſſion. But, why 
muſt it be directed againſt him, that has, dane 

us good, and not evil all our days? Suppoſe you 
are injured, .abus'd, and affronted; and think 
yourſelf defended in all the returns of anger, 
and contempt; yet why muſt a gracious God, 
who has had no ſhare in the Provocation, have . 
ſo much in the Reſentment? There's the utmoſt | 
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band his biearhs i is. Profane [cdoubjrakls 
Ghry of r —— byte 
Veſſels of his Houſe : they are firſt abus d. 
latry, anch then to Lurusy. And, no on- 


| der that he-who len ker through Kings, He pears | 


day of bis wrath, took his aim at 
dent en who loſt tis Crown: M Lie 
e gane babe vie: Ro—gR 
Let a Swearer — baſene 5:of bis 
Soul, who derides the hand, that has fed him all 
his life long unto chis day; and uſes — 
rity and fulneſs to the diſhonour of him 
gave it. If a Man ſſiould be ſo fantaſtieal as 
to curſe his Enemies by the Earth, | or dir; in 
which he breathes; would not the World thinik 
him unworthy of a Place in either of em? 
And, yet the Caſe before us is equally vile, and 
equally ridiculous. The God, whom you 
fane, is he, in whom you live, and — and Act. xvii. 
bave your being. He gives you Life, 2 . 
Breath, and all things. Vour Riches, | 
and Honour, come from him. And, tis pity y. 
that he who. is Your ng "ſhould be et Ps 
yo] Y::1 1684 
. A derer fins in Ame as all the | 
Threatnings that are recorded in the Book of 
God. He has heard the Words of the Curſe; 
and, yet bleſſes himſelf in his own heart. And, 
ſhall not the Lord be avenged on ſuch a Nation 
25 this? Do but obſerve e 8 domi ing 
divine Threatning. 
Firſt, It's the Voice of i A Lovin and 


| comes With 2 Sound * his Authority. He, 
| that 


814 
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* ee, He hl by 
ffs on - at: | la uy vet 
Feconlhy,. n an Argument of bi Hol 


£1 


"Tithe Evidence of his e d 
Pity. We are warned concerning things not 
Ren, — «a the Wal Wrath to come, 
Ne e f. 
nour of h Truch; and therefore the Execu+ 
| — —— Now, a Swear» 
& who deſpiſes the Terror of the Lord, throws 
: contempt all theſe Perfections. He 
values not God's Right of Empire, or Capacity 
of Vengeance. He laughs! at his Lau. He 
Will venture his Wrath. And, therefore the 
. n whether-fuch an one ſhall be 
dis very little different from another, whether 
Socks Throne be a Reality, or his Government 


Becauſe God is of purer Eyes 
than to behold Tniquity. But a Swearer runs 
the hazard of all. He'll try whether the Ho- 


| linefsof a Command, or the Bluſter of Atheiſm, 


_ hall get the better. And, if ſuch as theſe 


Mould eſcape a righ 
dearance and Long: ſuffering of God, the Voice 


of his Indignation, and Anger, his Truth, his 


Purity, and his Power, will paſs for nothing, 
ke din harden —— an_gs 


an oy 
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4 Fiction. Tis abominable in a Preacher, if 
he faysto thoſe that deſpiſe the Lord, they ſhall 
[GL FIVE pence 


| Vengeance; the For- 


doould pm 


Uſe of the divine Name. The moſt that can 


R Waun 3 


out by conſequence. The Text is eaſily under- 
takes his Name in vain, And the New Te- 


Our Lord has given us a Swearer in his natura! 
Colours. O generation of. vipers, hom can ye, Matt. xi'. 


abundance of the Heart the Mouth fpeaketh.** . 
A good Man, out of the good Treaſure of bis 


A. ak 2D a8 wh. ett wats. ] ͤ0mꝛ Bone . ¶ e oo od 
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But to cut off all tlieſe vain and lazy Thoughts, 
vue are told, that God 1011] betrue, and every Mam Rom. iu. 


Ian; as if the Conteſt, was between his 


Words. and theirs. "$6914 K 


Let a Swearer bring what be thinks into judg- 5 
ment againſt what God /ays. He is ready enough 
to tell you, that there's no harm in a frivolous 


be made of it is, that it is an haſty Word; 
and it argues a preciſe Opinion, that Men ſhould 
be damn'd-for that which does no hurt. From 
theſe moderate. notions of. ſuch Language they 
among the Rights of human Nature; — 


and a Breach of Liberty to hinder them: that 
they act upon generous Principles, and with a 
lite Behaviour. In oppoſition to this, God 
$ told us other things, in all the Cpies of 
the Bible; and that in plain Declarations, 
without putting us to the toil of drawing it 


ſtood. He vill not bold him guiltleſs that . 
ſta ment agrees with this Declaration of the Old. 


being evil, ſpeak good things? for. out of the 3, 35. 


Heart, brings forth good things © and an evil 


Man, out of the evil Treaſure” of his Heart, 
n H Sringetb 


The Sin and Dunger of 
 bringeth forth evil things. And I ſay unto 
— every idle Mord, that — ſhall 
heat, they ſhall. give an Account thereof” in the 

Day of Fudgment: for, by 1H Wok ps thou 
= ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy Words thou ſhalt 
Jam. v. be condemned. Thus fays the Apoſtle, /ivear | 
iz. ot, neither by Heaven, nor by the Earth, 
- 1. neither any other Oath ; 4% you come into 
1 Tim. i. pas. The Tow, that is, the penal 
* part of it, is made for the unholy. and profane, 
as well as thoſe Sinners that are of a more. 
monſtrous kind, Murderers 'of Fathers, and 
Murderers of Mothers, and M an-flayers, and 
perjur d Perſons. The queſtion now is, when 
the Judgment is ſet, and the Books are open d, 
- Whether the Bible or the Imaginations you have 
exalted againſt it, ſhall be regarded with ho- 
-nour. Ihe Yord of God, and the T, houghts 
of Men, are put in ballance and which do 
you think will be found wanting 5 3 
4. The Swearer. throws a — pt on all 
that s facred, Commands, Promiſes, T hreat- 
nings, Dodtrines, Hiſtories, and the whole 
contents of the lively Oracles. To ſuch an 
' The. i e. One nothing is pure, but bis Mind and Con- 
i. i. 15 "ſcience are deſiled. The Scorn that he utters 
is voluminous enough, and reaches every 
in Religion. Ordinances are either ne- 
- glected, or derided. He turns his Thoughts 
Jom the Revelation of the Goſpel ; he ſets 
| his Mouth againſt it. You will ſee the juſtice 
of this Character, if you do but g's an the 
_ two n of People under which the Swearers 


of 


1 Swearidg. 
of our day may be ranged: either they are 


the ſtupid, 0 Creatures, that never th7#k 


of God but in a Chud; and never fall of 
him but with an Oath; or they make ſome 
pretence to Knowledge, though with no ſhow 
of Reverence. As to the former, the ragged 
Rabble, the numerous Herd who go on with 
unbridled Tongues, the mark of Vengeance 
is plain upon them. Their Lips are dirtier 
than their Feet: they ſpeak more Filthineſs 
than they walk in. But, alas! what do theſe 
know of God, his Word, his Inſtitutions, his 
| Promiles, his great Salvation, the Infmorta- 
lity of the Soul, the Reſurrection of the Body, 
and eternal Judgment ? Theſe things are in- 


deed of the greateſt importance to all human 
Nature; but truly ſuch Perſons think no more 


about em, than the Horſe and the Mule, that Palm 
bave no Underſtandin g. i. 9. 


hut there are Swearers of another ſort, who 
would take it ill to be thrown into the heap 
of unthinking Sinners; and, yet they have 
no diſtinction from the reſt, but what's an 
Asggravation. Ask them if they believe a God, 
a Judgment, a World to come, a Redemp- | 
tion ; The! neceſſity of an Holineſs to be found 
in them, and of a Righteouſneſs that muſt be 
imputed to them; if they ſay, that this is their 
Opinion, ſuch a Faith muſt all be dead in the 
mouth of a Swearer. But indeed the Infide- 
| lity of our Age is more uniform to itſelf; 
and, generally dpeaking, they that profane the 


oy ame of ' Goo, profeſs no great Veneration for 
H 2 that 


„ A Sin and . ＋ 
chat of Jxsus; but with -ipindful ailcderher 
aſt it out for a-prey. 

. A Swearer is an enemy to Mankind, * 
© Reoying. ll mutual confidence, that we can 
have in one another. A Perſon that males 
V. eracity uncertain, or the reputation that is 
owing to it impoſlible, is the plague of the 
World. He throws the — — of the 
Earth into a ſtate of endleſs Quarrel; to be 
always hateful, and hating one another. He, 
that profanes the Name of God, is an uni- 
verſal Enemy, and draws into him the two 
Characters of the Devil, that he is a N and 
2 Murderer. 
There are a thouſand Caſes that make us 
depend on human Teſtimony ; and eſpecially 
when we are driven to the neceſſity. of an 
Oath, I will give you one, that may be a 
parallel to all the reſt, Exod, xxii. 10, 1 1. If 
a Man deliver to his Neighbour an A, or an 
Ox, or any Beaſt to keep, and it die, or be 
| hurt, or driven away, no Man being with it, 
then ſhall an Oath of the Lord be between 
them, that he has not put his hand to his 

4 | Neighbours Goods ; and the Owner ſhall ac- 
cept thereof, and he ſhall nor make it good. It 
is v ſuppoſel that he that ſwears will not dare 
to lay the Name of God upon a Lye; that 
he is filled with an awe of his Majeſty, and 
a dread of his Anger. And if the other Per- 
ſon takes this for granted, there's an end of 
the Controverſy. Such a Teſtimony was equi- 


e to ocular Evidence. But a/l this 
would 


_ claration for a Pledge of Truth, or an Appeal 
to Heaven from him, who froths up his uſual 
talk with thoſe Words, that are ſet apart to 


: fication of their Appe 


7 : 4 i 5 ; . 
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nitely above them, and 
and inch an Oath is for Confer mation... But 1 
cannot be without my fears, that he who 


ſpeaks of God profanely, will do it deceitfully. 


He, that pours out ſo many Oaths 2b 


Book, is not to be regarded Rn he does it 


with ane. Can you take the moſt ſolemn De- 


theſe great Occaſions ? How can ſuch an one 


expect any Faith in Men, who has none in 
the Lord? How can be alt with integrity | 


who fwears at random? 
6. A Swearer fins without the leaſt Temp- 


tation of Profit or Pleaſure: as one of our 
ancient Poets has well expreis dit; 


Take not his Name, who made thy Mouth, in 


' vain; 


ll gets thee nothing, and has no excuſe. 
Luſt and Wine plead Pleaſure, Avarice Guin: 


But the cheap Swearer, thro' his open Sluice 


Let's his Soul run for naught, as little fearing ; 


Were I an Epecure Icould 'bate dene 


a The Wand and Glutton have the g orati- 
tites, though at laſt it Riogs 
like a Serpent, and bites like an Adder. The 


covetous Man ſells his Soul for ſomething, 


thou gh 


: a 
would * for nothing, if there was a ſuſpi- 
cion, that gn Man had no We God. 
Men ſwear by: à greater; by one that's — 
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1 Te Sin. 2 a Danger, &c. 
8 though it is but little. But What Advantage 
has the Swearer? What Profit is there in Pro- 


fllnneneſs? We are told of ſome People, who 
MW en to the Devil; and they are al- 


ways ſuppoſed to do it upon the conſideration 
of à preſent geln, But the Swearer gives up 
Hhimſelf for nothing ng; as if he thought his Soul 
below a bargain. He is both Devil and Sinner. 
He excuſes the Tempter the trouble of laying a 
Snare, and rather chooſes torun into it, than ſtay 
for a call. This is making haſte to be vile, id 
ſinning with both hamds greedily. One would 
think. that ſuch a perſon imagined there was 
ſomething amiable in Hell itſelf. A Crime 
without a Temptation is a Crime without ex- 


cue. Well may thoſe Tongues be dumb'd at 


God's Bar, who are now. ſo loud againſt his 
Name. 
7. This is the Iniquity of the Devils 2B 
Swearer i is in pain to act out of the ſphere of 
his own nature. We read of thoſe who blaſſ- 
pheme God, becauſe of Torments. The ori- 
ginal and perfection of that work is below. 
The Spirits in Priſon can only ſin in a way ſui- 
table to themſelves. They cannot be cove- 
tous, or Drunkards, or Adulterers, but they 
are eternal Swearers. God is 4 Spirit, and 
as they that worſbip him, do it in ſpirit; 
ſo do, they that rebel againſt him. That 
gtate is the perfection of wickedneſs, as 
well as miſery, «The Impurities of the Devils 
are the effect of a Pride that began in 


Heaven, and the Anguiſh they feel in Hell. 
: Therefore . 


| Conſcienceſees it in vain to ſpeak, and therefore 


Profane. Swearing.” 720 
Therefore think, O Swearer, who is thy Pat⸗ 


tern. Thou haſt entered into the Practice ww 


the Devil, and his Angels; and thou ſhalt have 
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thy Portion with them. Satan lays his claim 


to many Sinners, becauſe they ate his Tools; - 


But he ſeizes the as his Mimich, his Picture, 5 


his Image, his Offspring. Thou art 

ft, and making meet for the Regions of Da 

| neſs ; r 
hand v 


t will keep thee doing for ever. 


1 for Hell, and practiſing — Fes 


8. Crims unf al che woke: bf: N 


Conſcience. I believe every Swearer is ſome- 


times afraid; a Reproof turns him in u 
himſelf; or an Affliction makes him 

He knows what it is to groan, and —— 
He is beforehand with the final Judgment. 


He is a Law to himſelf; wid has been already 


tied and caſt at his own Bar: Now, if our 
Hearts condemn us, God is greater than 'our 
Hearts, and knows all things. But, perhaps, 


_ reſerves itſelf for a Day, when'it will be heard. 


9. This Sin is committed, with a Defiance 


to the beft Laws in all the World. Thoſe Men 
that have made it penal were'the Pillars of the 


: Earth. The moſt uſeful Acts of Parliament 


are againſt this Iniquity. What an Indigna- 
tion are you filled with, when People reproach 
your King, and abuſe the Liberty of your 


Country? They are Rebels, Malignants, Trai- 


tors, Incendiaries, and every thing that is vile. 
But is not all profane Language High- Treaſon 
againſt the Mong of OY and Lord of Lords? 


And 


. 
= - 6 
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Aua if a Nation falls into ſuch hands, t looks. 


= Swearers{o many 


as if we were over-run with the ſwarm of Lo, 
cuſts out of the bottomleſs Pit. Are not 
Devils dwelling in — of 
clay? And, can our caſe be — better with 
thoſe, chat blaſpheme a Gad, than with them, 
vvho adore a Wafer ? A Proven, is 
viler to me than a ſober Papiſt. ; 
10. Swearing is the moſt proper to fill up 
the meaſure of their Iniquity, who are Di] on: 


-  tants againſt revealed Religion. They are li 


ly indeed to determine, whether Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, are the only true God, who 
never call upon his Name in prayer; and never 


mention it but in blaſphemy. - Humble, ſerious | 


Chriſtians are working'out their Salvation with 
fear and trembling ; and the talk of it with a 
gravity. Though their opinion is not the Rule 


and Standard of Truth; yet, it is much that 


they ſhould miſtake it, al the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine be only known by thoſe, who treat it witn 
ſcorn, Orthodoxy muſt have miſs d its way, 
when it gets into their Mouths, who have no 
occafion for it. That a Swearer ſhould bea 

Critick; and a Perſon who ſtifles the motions 

of a natural Conſcience, ſhould determine a- 
bout the effectual Operations of the Spirit, is a 
Solæciſm in nature. Shall the O5je# of Wor- 


ſhip be adjuſted by thoſe who are — — and 


enemies to the Practice? and the authentic 
evidence of a particular Text receive its doom 


from thoſe who know nothing of the Bible? 
* 3 a ſupreme, and ſubordinate 


Cod, 


* 
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unite ths Chara that the Scriptures. have di- 


ſtinguiſhed. - They know not 
| the Goſpel of Jeſus Cbriſt, and 
ed witheverlaſting Deſtruction from 


and the Glory of his Per. = -4 


wither. a dt 
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HAT this Text may be lhe 2s 
| uſeful by an Application, as it ha been 
Clear i in Doctrine, I ſhall, 


Fiat, Give you a few general Deductions 
from it; and then, by a cloſer Attack upon the 
Conſcience, make myſ manifeſt to 1 8 one 


in the fight of Gt 5 2 Vs 
1. Though the Une W ro 


_— profane Swear- 
= ing is ſo great, yet it is no reproach upon the 
4 Patience of God, that he bears long with thoſe 
that are guilty. Indeed, they ſtretch out their 
hands againſt him : They are bold enough to 
dieeny his Being; and to dare his Power: But 
Eccl. viii, God lays not + to them. And, becauſe Sen- 
nm. tence againſt an evil Work is not ſpeedily exe- 
 _ wlftd, the Hearts of the Children of Men are 
Nom. ii. 4. fully ſet in them to do evil. Inſtead of know- 
ing, that his Goodneſs ſhould lead them to Re- 
pentance, they rather make it a means for their 
Impenitence. This has been a Stumbling- 
Block, and 4 fore Evil to many good Men; 
that profane Sinners ſhdfild defy the Almighty 
| with courage 3 and ſeem to come off with 
Mo victory. | 8 
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victory. 22 was wary and nn 1 Job xxi. 
bold , his Fleſh, becauſe the Rod of God'was” 
- not upon them. The Plalmilt was priched pal. 
in bis Reins, when they were not in trouble ai E. 16. 
other Men. It became unweildy to his Reaſon. * 
When he thought to know this, it was too "> pa 
ful for him. The Prophet Feremiab ſeek Jer. x 1. ® 
| himſelf in the like Agonies, When he 72 
with God about his righteous Fudgments ? 
Wherefore does the way of the Wicked profper ® 
| Wherefore are they all happy, that deal very 
treacheroufly ? You ſee by theſe Complaints, 
which they delivered in the bitterneſs of theit 
Souls, that though the Trial is common, it is nd 
cs grievous. What the Scripture ſays of it is in 
a very general way; that he is God, and not 
Man, the Holy One of Iſrael in the midſt of 
his People ; and therefore does not execute the 
ferceneſs of his Anger. And, again; What | 
if God, willing to make his Power known, thus Rom. ix. 
indures them with much long-ſuffering ? As 
his ways of mercy are above ours, ſo are thoſe 
of his juſtice. His Judgments are a great pal. 
deep, But however, he will fetch a Glory from **xvi. 6. 
the very Clouds and Darkneſs, that are round 
about him: And the Wrath of Man, that is now 
fo liberal in curſing him, will praiſe him, For, 
2. This is a Witneſs given to the future 
Judgment. If there are no Retributions now, 
E may be aſſured, there's the more in reſerve; 
the Heavens ſhall declare his Righteouſneſs; Pal. 1. 6. 
and all Men ſhall ſee his Glory. As Unbelief 
pives A wrong turn to every thing that _— 
1 2 


10 Faith can We the beſto of it. Wen a Sin- 


© ner f ent off rockin in his Luſt, and railing 


Ont it's a a loud peal of Argument in 


the Ears of all that hear it; ſo that a Man ſball 


Pal. pri ay, verily be is a God, that ' judgeth i in the Earth. 


* II. 
o 


On the other hand, when there 5 is an Indolence 


in his providential Wrath; and Sinners go on 


with an Impunity, Solomon made this tobe the 
Re 0 of a 2 concluſion ; I faw the place 


6, that Wickedneſs was there, 


3 of - Judgment, that Iniquity was 


there: But he does not ſay on that account, 


the Lord hath forſaken the Earth: Or, 4oher: 


Fecl. viii. 
10. 


is the God of Judgment? No; but thence he 


argues, and ſays in his heart, that God ſball 


Judge the Righteous, and the W icked: for there 


Is a time for every purpoſe, and to every Work, 


Swearers may go on, and make a jeſt of the 


Divine Patience ; but they get nothing by it. 


| They only treaſure u E. to themſelves Wrath 
ra 


me againſt the Day of 


th, and the Revela- 


tion of the righteous Judgment of God. Where 
Fou may obſerve, Firſt, There is a Treaſure 


of Wrath; and they are throwing into the 
Stock by every Oath that they ſwear. Secondh, 


This is laid up againſt the Day of Wrath; a 


Day that is devoted to it, and ſet apart for 
it. 1 Thirdly, there will be a Revelation | 
of that rightoous Judgment that 1s now a 


x From hence we may conclude, that all 


the 2 — of that Day will be clear. 


J | Annen ſhall 


AS inſtead of Ar- 
| Su "_ 


"of 


VEGF. > YE F Y S- S 
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the Proſperity of theſe Fools will deſtroy th 
What a damp muſt it be to the rich Man in 
Hell, who begged for a drop of Water, to be 
py told, that in Bis Life-time be had received þis Lake xvi. | 
good things? Hyg had fared delicioully, 
phemed profanely, Tal his Sin, and his Soul are 


1 Sh ring. C20 


gument. / We are ſure that. the © ud, ment of- Rom. i ii. 


Sad is according to Truth againſt them that *' * 
commit ſuch Things. And thinkeft thou, O Man, 
abo judgeſt them that do ſuch things, and aft 
the ſame, that thou ſhe ' eſcape pe the rightzaus 
ae of Gee? The Hire that Pm 


_ 


. 


will convince, as well as 


bla. s 


required together ; and as he lived a Rake, he 


died a Fool. His Miſeries came upon him 
all at once. It is a fad woe to rich Men, that 


they have receiy'd their Conſolation. A Swearer 


has a thouſand times flipped through the hu- 


man Laws: But he may look for long arrears 
of Juſtice.. God. has given us the true State 


of his Caſe: Theſe Wi thou haſt done, andPal1.21. 


I kept filence. 2 #houghteſt, that T was alto 
_ fuch an one as thy ſelf: But 1 will . 


 reprove thee ; and ſet them in order before thine 
Hees. Becauſe they have no changes, they 


fear not God: But this is only to laſt for a 


little while; for they are caſt down in a mo- 
ment; their Calamity comes ſuddenly, and 


they are broken without remedy. 
4. Here's an Inſinuation, that even in this 


Life, God may reſcue his Name from the 
contempt of Sinners; and ſhow the World, 
that be will not bold them guiltigſi that take it 


[ | 
| 


62 


tr. 


| The 'Sin ahi tr 


in valn. Tis true, theſe Judgments are not 
o frequent, as the — 2 — our Thoughts 
is apt to expect. is a Swearer 
fired to ſon the Air; K — 
thing but Fire and Brimſtone, from the bot- 
tomleſs Pit? Why is not that Mouth ſtopt with 
Vegane, which is fo often opened in Blaſ- 
1 ? But, as the Judge of all the Earth 
ill « Right, he is not to be hurried into 
_ theſe Execations, by methods of our contri- 
And, it will be to his Glory, to have 


it Gaid:; that He gave them 9 wot 10 Tepent, 


even thou gh they repented not. 
. "Nevertheleſs, the World is not wither Ex- 
amples of his being a /toift Witneſs upon 
Earth. With this expedition he proceeded = 
againſt the Fews. Whit 440 the Fleſh was betaveen 

their Teeth, the was boiling up in their 


Blood. And thus very often, wherr an Oath 


is upon the Tongue of Anger he is choaked 


in a eben The laſt thing he ſays in this 
Wotld, agrees with the firſt that he hears in 
the next; curſing, howling, and gnaſhing of 
teeth. Theſe Judgments are indeed God's 


 ftrange Work ; which makes the Scoffers of 
2 Pet. iii. the Jaſt Day ay; Where is the Promiſe of bis 


g ming ? Like thoſe of old, who drew Iniquity 
with Cords of Vanity ; and ſinned as it were 
with a Cart- rope: faying, Let him make ſpeed, 


and haſten his Work, that we may fee it; 


and let the Counſel of the Holy One of Iſrael 
draw nigh, and come, that we may #now it. 


| But, how often is the Candle of the Wicked 


put 


A att [wg 2 py an Ex- 
ample, ſhall be _ ar areas had 5 
warning given ane t thoug 
the Dream troubled. him, the Interpretation, 

that ought to have done it more, dies away 
from his Memory. It is above -a Year after 


he heard it, that he cor feel it. 
when he is ſpreading himſelf out with Haugb- 
tineſs, and Cruelty, h 


Clap of that Voice f 
| eee to thee it is ſpoken the K ng- 31 
dom is departed from thee | Inſtead t eng 
— as a God, he is turned out from Men 


as a Beaſt. His: "Grandſon Belſhazzar hat- ch. v. 18. 


dened his Heart, though he knew all 555 0 He 

; 1 — till the Night of his 
Debauchery is that of his Death. And. thus 

for the Sin of his Lips, and the En of bisPAal. lir. 

Mouth, he is taken in raw Ang 7 
Ing and lying that he ſpake. But, I go 

no farther in a diſtant Application,” I ſhall 

now deliver myſelf in a ee 

to two dans f Nn 


Firſt, Thoſe chat are ile 2 taking God's 5 


Name i in vain. 4 


| Secondly, Thoſe that are. innocent * op . 
right from this great Tranſgreflion, | 


2 * I may ſuppoſe Os guilty to be of three 
"= Some 


forts, 


m Hemp be. 0 Ne-Das. ir. | 


85 3 
off heir Veatch. Bot ch is it, 5 
pether the I ge of Hell? 
Alas | th ey. are entered into fich an Education 
from their birth; and Ae Meath — 
fear about the Matter. "OY 
25, There are others, *who it 
but they act in pr afice, as Sent do abou 
Deetrmes ; I ey do not deny the Truth, but 
the Importance ; by which their Profeſſion be- 
comes a thing 01 nolię ht. Theſe are farther 
off from Repentance than the other. They 
have altogether broke che Der, and turf the 
| Bands. _ They'll excuſe with a "Smile, what 
they cannot defend by an Argum en Where- 
as, he that keeps the Comn ndment, keeps his 
Re Soul : But he that defpiſes bis way ſhall 
die. They are not ſo ignorant as the former; 
but are an hundred times more guilty,” The 
ſwearing of a poor, ſtupid Creature, who can 
hardly talk a word of ſenſe, is rather contemp- 
tible, En dan gerous. But among thoſe, who 
are better inſtruCted, one Stmner ae ſeftiroys much 
' 3. 1 are ſeveral, who have had the 4 
example and admonition of ſerious Parents; MW 7 
and yet have 1 no — to — Theſe are 
beforchand 


ae deere Bhea 
uſe. They deſpiſe them, and ſet them at 
nought. Talk to them! about” the Zeal: of 


put them in mind of former Con- 
victioris; lay before them the Principles of 
Conſcience; "thaſs :iÞ Bands, that they have 
broke aſunder, and Cords, that they have caſt 
away from them. They are aſhamed of their 
Glory; and glory in their Shame. What we 
call the Nurture, and Admonition of the Lord, 
they reckon a narrow neſs of Education. It is well 
if their wound is not incurablè; and what re= 
fuſes to be healed. | I have ſeveral times hinted 
at what I have five. hundred times obſerved, 
that God leaves thoſe People to groſs Defects 
in natural Religion, who arè enemies againſt his 
Revelation. However, divine Gracę can do 
any thing. And, with à view to this, I ſhall 
hy before them a few Heads of Exhortation.\ 
I. Begin with a fincere and bitter humilia- 
tion 2 8 — aud try your ways ; and turn un- 
to. the Lord. What have you been doing for 40. 
fo many years? What a multitude of drun- 
ken, paſſionate Oaths, have come out of your 
| lips, which are all noted down in the Book of 
Remembrance? Think over the evil of your 
Words: Chafe it upon your Minds; and 
wonder that God has not damn d your Blood, as 
you have ſo often dared him to do it. Indeed, 
this is bitter work : But, you muſt either have 
it on Earth, or in Hell. _ in this World a 


As . K gay 
©: . a - I $0 jp * 
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through it Dir 


their Fathers; and the Reputation that ſhone 


Lam. ii 


Jo 


chat haue enfnared /you-into this vile cuſtom, 


of this Cinſojence, 


Plal. cxli. efteem it 85:4 


may have wit without this Impiety 
uus, good 


— wald but 


i 
| ' 4. Altombiately. break off l Comin 


iS to haun, what it is ctimmal to 
eat. The Practice infinuates, and winds itſclf 
into you by degtecs. The firſt ſound of an 
Oath:gives:a: Terror : In a little while it be- 
_corhes an indifference 5 and then a'Delighr. 
If you cannot cure a Swearer, be fure to lev 
Jim; chat vou do not earn 'of his ways, and 


PE your Souls. When one of a 1o- 


repeat thoſe Stories with a 
paſt; whers the Wit turns upon an Oath, I al- 
ways fear, that neee the better 


2. Be nor in the comverlation of ſober, FY 
: And, if the Righteous ſimite you 
It is an excellent Oil, 
that will not break your Head. I hope you 
and find | 
Senſe among thoſe, that hate this 
vile language; and ſuffer no corrupt Commu- 
-Dication- to come out of their mouth. Cer- 


tainly you may be pleaſant, without being pro- 


E. An Oath is no part of eloquence; and 
no reliſh to converlation. If ſoine that 1 
change their Company, they 
would find what a long miſtake they e li- 
vedk in: That mirth and laughter are not to be 
by driving away the thoughts of ano- 
ther World. Thoſe have the trueſt 
3 of one another, and make their 
1 acquaintancs 


A 
- 


«% 


> 


— — — Tlie belong 
—— 20 " che Earth, and che Fi 


apt pon. 
when P to be 
CEE Dn” 


rious Lye that — ever i And yet, this one 
Falfoo ls —— "I perſua- 


ding you to break off your evil/ Company; I 


ſhould think- the Bxhortation 


very "imperfect; 


if I did not direct you to make choice of 'what 


is better; for a reſerved Temper, and a recluſe 
Life e ee f any thing h in the 


World” +1: - 
hi Guard ag gunſt tho ber Sinsthat have be 
tray d yen into — it be drunken- 


neſs or 


way of g, that two Crimes ſhould be 
leſs provoking | un One; or that a Man ſhould 


have lefs-of the Devil, becauſe he has more of 


— the Brute. n 
5. Read Ser e Word of Gag nd 
charge your Memories with whatever you ſee 


there, as your Guide, or your Guard. David 


_ toys, Heart pands in awe of thy. Word. 
Think over the Commands, the Protitiſes, the 


Threatnings, and the Examples, that relate to 
W 9 bs im ther in-your _— 


paſſion. .- Theſe are oftentimics pleaded 
a5 an Exeufe/ for (wearing 7 But that's'a ſtrange 


. * 
* j +4 © ? j 
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a8 aBreſirative gin the gant nfoRion-of 
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7 Preſerve: Aa Reverence Gi ee, Dear - 
. l. When ever People are 
ed on — — ——— r-from 
being profane. And,though'ſome have laid it 
dow nas a Maxim, that where Myſtery comes 
in, Religion goes out; J {bould rather fear, that 
when Myfery goes out from the Pulpit, Sveta 
ing comes into the Aſſembhly. It's not the firſt 
Matt. xxv. time that a Man, — er) the Lord that 
74 bought hum, went on 10 tur/ciand . — 
when God ſends his Minifters with Redemp- 
Pfal. ci. tion to his People, then holy and rewerend is wh 
gs Nome; The ſtyle of Freohinken is 05 
well known among us. fl 
7 — 1225 to te influere 
and protection of the Holy Spirit. in t 
Aids of reſtraining, ſanctifying, and quichning 
Grace. Who knows, but Swearers may come 
in among the monuments of divine Lare and 
be the Trophies of an almighty Arm, Let 
none of us go out in our own ſtrength, Peter 
little thought, that he ſhould, have denied his 
Lord — Maſter; and much leſs that he 
mould profane the Name of his God. Ti 
likely, that he never knew, what curling and 
ſwearing was before that day. And we have 
need to take the caution, that our Lord gave, 
with a view to that Man's danger ; Watch, and 
Pray, that ye enter not into temptation, : Make 
dur your petition to him, which he has ww 


d advice; t6 3 9 Oq Lora, 
Tae 


(ball only inforee» them by TE) Ht: 
that'Thave not mentioned before b 1 iI 


1. Here's a * _——— Lich 
out any Joſs. © Nl man upon 


earth will think ihe reaſs.of of: you for the want 


of it. And though many reckon it n fault, 
yet no one ever 


better part of Mankind; and you are never the 


— — Iti cannõt paſs for 


a Beauty. Some are admired, for what 
may be called their Covetouſneſs. Men will 


praiſe thee, abben thou doft well tb thyſelf. Oz, * 2 2 


thers may be flattered in their Pride, and Vani- 


ty. Benfudlity — you to the Eſteem. 
of Wine-Bibbers, and riotous Eaters of Pleſh. 


But Profaneneſs is univerfally abhorred; and 


the Perſons that are more guilty than your- 


ſelves will 1 in 5 men Repro- 
bates. Þ T1425 310) 


2. This Sin wall grow upon you — 


any other. Old Age gives a turn to the courſe 
of our Iniquities. What was your: pleaſure in 


the warmth of blood, and the fluſn of ſpirits, 


becomes an indifference aſterwards. Men are 


often cured of their Senſuality, not by Grace, 
but by Nature. We read of youthful Luſts; 


which — that ** are chiefly * 
t 


Bell. . 
will 'beimore and? 
1, who: had Grace 
woured: into his: Jigs, Theſe, Rules I -recom= 
mend to your care, and God's bleſſing; ant 


erg Ala it was 
adefect. You will n be odious to. the 


A 


A HSA 


ob 


u. thei Name f Gad, 


D of 
GETS cle them... — of 
many whd arg. 


1} gutes. is 145 
28. "Ts Ile 1 = | be ;yorlr Language; 

Rov. xvi. Hal itſelf does nat cure: it. They:  blayhheme 
4b): has. power: over their 
The Lufts of the Fleſh, the Luſt 

0 the Pride of Libs, arc all at an 
end, when yum die. But you-will be Swearer: 
. en err _ be 1 


21. of 303 wt * i 


* 
e 
I "4 9 =4Y of 
. [1 E 


Ae el 
tation is directed to ſuch ab either the grace 


or the p 1 hs innobent 

and + from-. de great” Tranſy 
1 — — Sinners, or 
Fl 1 That I may 


ve you the particulars of Duty, 
— will phcothem wakes e 


bank ! {13 CEE AA 28091 31 2 
4 Vour Wend ex 
2. Your geladen bp Sin, chat hs 


you clear. 
Ly + How muſt we behave to 4 who take 


the Name of God in vain? that we may not 
be partakers of other Men's Sins, but may keep 
6 0159 rey The Laws of our Land have 
made it criminal and penal for any Perſon to 
curſe and ſwear profanely . who may be con- 
. wks by a ſingle W And certainly 


every 


with 


every en defrexto know, what e Lorc 
requires of hin. wit 023 
_ Tig obe Rent pare of e Dur ur 78 

_ valk-with webe men out of choice or affeu- 
bor. DR 
an us, Wld not r with vain Per. 


1 E 1 Diffemblers. He hated #62 pfal. xvi. 


Congregation of Ben bern and rhe Workers of * 
Iniquity. - 1 atn'not 1 of your Affairs 
m Trade, which obliges you to fuch 
The Apoſtle has determin'd this point with all 
the x that can be deſired. I wrote to 


you, not to keep company with Fornica- 


tors, yet not altogether doi th the  Fornicators 9 on v. 


this World; nor with the Covetous, or Extor- ? 
| tioners, or Adalterers : for then you muſt needs 
go ou of the: World. Religion ſuppoſes we 
are not got ot of the World; and /therefbre 
directs our behaviour whilſt we are in it: To 
be blameleſs and harmleſs, as the Sons of God, 


in the mia of à crooked and perverſe generu- run. i i. 


ion. My Exhortation does not Alf 0 
any neceſſity, that Providence ſhall lay you un 
der. You may be among Swearers, and — 


hate thoſe, that hate God, and ay ee with Pla. 139. 


thoſe, that riſe up againſt him. 

2 But your choice of their Company, 9 
any Attempt to make them better; will be an 
hitdning of therm, and an hazard to yourſelves. 
You chats your Aſſociates in this World, with 
whom-you-ate to have your Eternity inano- 
ther. I don't difluade Perſons from oonverſing 
wan Sinners; becauſe I know from ma- 


uy 


ah Obſcryntjon; Pro — 


are guilty. (And: L cannot: tell but God may 


obedient Ear. 1 have ſeldom met with 


any 


courage to rebuke em. If you have no hope 


of making an Impreſfion upon. them, it is cer- 
to have, done. with them 
that as there is no proſpect of doing Good, there 
may bei no danger of getting Harm. It is no 
Sopel, that our choſen, and > An 


tainly your Duty 


part of the Converſation that becomes the 


quairitapcaibe fuch gs fear the Lor 
2. We ſhould always. carry along 3 18 


a Reſolution not te ſuffer a Reprogch upon the 


Name of God, if it is in gur power, to pre: 
vent it. Every Believer is liſted. into the Ser- 


vice of his Lord; and ſhauld be zealous for 
the Honour ef bim, who has choſen: him to be 

- a Soldier. If this was our Principle, and this 
our Maxim, ve ſhould not be ſo deficient, 


as a timorous, baſhful, and ſelfiſh Temper does 
often make us. The Man that loves his King, 


and the Laws of his Country, will not bear tie 


Inſult of an Enemy upon either of them. Tis 
a Point of Honour with him, not to be ſilent; 


and, eſpecially, if he is obliged by a Poſt of 
Truſt, or Favour. If he eats the King's, Bread, 


or has an Office under him, it betrays a narraw- 
neſs of Soul, to ſuffer Wy indecent Language 


uf ON 


hate this Vice, has kept Ns 
ble a wiſe: Reproof, and place it upon an 
ve pretend to give ita Vindication. |, And 


| theiefore 1 ſtar, yr on vyhy ſeveral People 
have Courage to offend, is becauſe we haye not 


E . . ans ²Ädvm“ att a ms oo. oe. . ee eee in 


| Prins Smears 


ee ee 
of thy! 


229 u | TT AMS . _ bY 
—_ is very hard to tell what i 
moſt prudent and likely Way-ts rebuke 
yet it muſt not bo otolhy niecbea. 
It A dreadful Character given ef in, who 
is Partner with a Thief, that he his 
owfi/ Sou: But che great Article of his Guilt 
and Duff ie cht he brats curſng and bes 
wrhyf il Hot eee was vitet 
in dont Otis, than in receiving elen 
Goods. This Seriptule tus left a great deal te 
the Determinatioh of that Wiſdom, ' thar- is 
pro 7 70 direft ; atid therefore every ons of 
who latks! this Wiſdom ſheuld 28 it 
of 0%; that he ay ſhow us how 104, 

wer the Wicked! ate before us. 
mus be dons, either in pity to the Smet. or 

in a Zeal for our Maker. I will thetefore ges 
on by degrees, and inquire what the Scriptare 


2 


a d erer; 


of A 


has told ns about our Duty beine dur ur Jude 22. 


Lic eve Compaſſion,” _—_ ting 4 "ds e 0. 
rern 


* 
*E431 


din and Danger uf 

thers be, mch Fan. _ hens out of 

the Fine. LL ret er mn uti fs 2) 461 

4 The Caſe i very dear, bow we * | 

Prov. ix. deal wich thoſe, ho deſpiſe what we ſay, Re- 

n: 3 ee 7 — 2 5 
| t ak 


TW. 


Pace of any, bas bid us 2? 
to give "ther which 7 is holy unto Dogs; nor 
out Pearls before Swine ; leſt they trample 
— under their Feet, and turn again and 
tend us. The danger is, that theſe vile People 


a 0 Pere 2 any ＋ 

it would be a ſort nnen 

7 th Ae e we "ought. to ſhey the 

dame cont of them, that they do of God; 

and let am incurable Sinner ſee, that he is to us 

tte wileſt of Men. It is ſaid both of David and 

Pal. Ixix. of Chriſt, Tbe - Zeal. of thine Houſe hath eaten 
9- _ me up; and tbe Reproaches of them. that, re- 

proached thee, are fallen 2. And if pro- 

fane Perſons will ſpeak. ill of me, I take it 

for an Honour, that ay Name ſuffers th 
t 


ut of my r Th may be a means 
| to humble and awake them. 2) And if it be 
wh it wilt paſs: the Teſtimonies /we 
ge to the Honout of our God! If we are 
not aſhamed of ben, it will Loo as if we 
were aſhamed of him. Me are told at} | 
and the Obſervation reaches to all Caſes,! 
he who deſpiſes Reproof is brutiſh;r Treat 
'em as Beutes, a8 ne 
Dignity'of Human'N ured nh aff; ei 
When a Man neglectö his Buſineſs, and runs 
on with violence to his oven d if you 
cannot (reclaim: him, but he inſults,” ani diſs 
dains you, you let bim alone, to be inſtructed 
by feeling. And, if this proves a hreach of 
Friendſhip, that you are hated for your Kind. 
nefs,' it is time to have done with ſuch an 
one. And ſo it is here: That Man's Com- 
wt not worth 
Name by which jou are called; He 
: ve other Endearments, but: his makes 
em all unſavoury: Vou would not be inti. 
mate with the beſt Scholar in the World, who 
ie always railing at yout Father, br your King. 
A neſe inven would il the whole Con- 
verſation. And, will you 
who has bought you; and ad fofferhina tobe inſulted 
by every noiſy Fool, who ſwears. only to fl 
his Nonſenfe, and to empty his Atheiſm? For 
what a vile abundance muſt there be in that 
Heart, dut of which ſuch a Mouth ſpeaketh ? 
6. I would not have you take it for granted, 
| chat OP Swearer - deſpiſe your 
| | Wwithbopt 


:who blaſphemes the lan. i. 7. 


requite the Lord, © 
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| are doing 


eg 
© got into. No: There's 4 Siri 


i 3 — 
n met with e Where I was 


afraid of Indiguation. I have more! reaſon to 
- myſelf with : Comara/2e, than thaſe 
whom! bave been amongit, with: Reluffonce. 


In ſhowing 4 Sinner the error of his wen, we 
ie Lord's Hor and may enpect 
his 1 He, that his directed the Mears, 


a ive the Succeſs." 1 have ſgen a Bwegrer f 


alarm d at a gendle-Rehnke, as if he was ſtruck 
egg 21: of Thunder. We Gught not to 
ſtily, as we are! apt to do 2 For, 
jo ell Tio Gm N the wp Gate, that his on 
has told him many a time! * 
macro againftt a falſe Opinion, where 
2 — ol pains, to difſolve 
way of chnkihg that a Perſon has 
within him, 
on your fide. And, if he'isnot a flupidWretch, 
he will fcarce have the: Courage to be a Gain. 


feyer. There is fomething ſo vile in the Prac- 


„that the may be a Sbume 


tice of Sue 


without the Fear of God. How impertinent 
is it to have tua great: Wordt in every Sen- 


fence, that othing at all 
e nach ras ap — 


nd though 


part of the Senſe. Tis no- better than rattling, 


and. bawling in Compan 
then out their Talk by ſupplimenta — 
unmeaning Superfluities. I ſhould not fear to 
let many a one ſee,” that he acts beneath a 


Wit, a Scholar, or a Gentleman: That he talks 


without 
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| Gn Gn more fa- | 
Cour hay be that ba ferro oe Js 


There is alfo another Argument, that ſhould 
incline you ta this Conduct, and that is, the | 
Reputation it gives to Religion. 
proceeds with mecknefs:* Ar many as I love 1 
rebuke and chaften. And his Love appears in 
the very Rebake itſelf; for when we are chef. | 
Id of BEND ws tr ey not be c. 3 
1 e that in this d, 
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tenderneſs was owing to fbeir Names, who 
ſhow ſo little to that of the A High; as if 
ic was leg evil to profane a Gal. than it Bto 
expoſe a Sinner. 

I cannotanſwer thiscither from a betterautho- 
rity, or with greater reaſon, than in the Wordsof 
that learned and valuable Prelate, Dr, Fleetwood, 
who was the Ornament of his Tit, and one 
of the beſt Examples for thoſe, who are ftretch- 
ing towards that Dignity ; becauſe he never 
made Whiggi/m an Equivalent w Obriſivihiey, 
Remember, fays he, that whoſoever ſwears 
« in common Converſation, is liable to forfei- 
e ture, if complain'd of. They lie at the 
„ mere of every one, who would inform a- 
them. And I wiſh this Law would 
EX has already done: 
« and that People would loxp OT Ins 
*. VE, by the Power that it gives you, to 
| „Fut them to expence and. ſhame, who are 

guilty of ſwearing. The Name of an Ir 
e odious ; but in this 
«Caſe it is not. Here he gets nothing by it, 
„dene de Farkitre ge. to the Poor; 


« which 


ri bd * 1 t on 
was nk fork m ae ris 
fays farther; I ſhould not be afliarri'd 
1 4 tied en 1 —— Caſe, if it out 
* Fo Ache thin Vaart under mi Head, 
that though it is left to your Fherty by the | 
Laws of Men, whether you ven proſecute an 
Offender, or no; pet there's an awful Paſthge 
in the Law af God; ; thar L maſt leave with 
> your Confelences. | V Soul Jin, and hear the 
voice of fuearing, whether be bas ſeen' it, of 
known of it, if 1 Fn not utter it, be fhalf bear 
his. Triquity,” But Magiſtrates, who have it in 
their power, (if T dont — 1 the nature of 
their. Duty) are not at liberty to be file: If 
they bind themſelves by a. Narr Oath, chat 
they will put the Laws in execution, I cannot 
we'd les a Fits who Peace muſt ik 
of falſe Swearing, o does not 
law 9 5 5 Bo 
© 10, Be ſure to follov / all 3 your Eriddav6uts 


with Prayer to God; with a ' depindance on 
his Grace for your Condue and a defire of his 
Blaſing for RA ſucceſs. am afraid that we 
are deficient here. "Hor" 1% you know but 
your Methods for the Reformation of a Sin- 


ner might Have mord beneficial, if ba 
ad 
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bad been importunate with God to male them 
fo? It may be you have often rer da Sweater 5)! 
did you ever pray for him? And can it, bo ex- 
pected; that any of our poor Endeayouss, Who 
de many right hings ina wrong uay, ſhduld avail 
without a Bleſſing from above? H a Sinner 
turns from the Error of his way, it is che Lund Jer. xxxi: 
his God that turns him; and then he is urn ds. 
indeed. What you chiefly deſire in all your At- 
tempts is the Hondur of a Redeemer, that Bis 
Name, Which is now ſo little in the Mouth of 

adwearer; may be great in all the Earth; And, 
though You wh for this, do you think to 4 
tein it of yourſelves ? Tris to be followed: with 
Prayer, as well 4s.Zeal.... And-that Petition 
ſhould go along with allyour Endeavour: Hal- 
lived be ecly Nane, 5 We cant. eric 


- S«caudhy; y 8 = 7 now. nds tha whats, | 
with a few Directions, that are of a more ab- 
ſtracted Nature; and do not immediately con 
cern ney Caring to profane Sweare rs. 


Is n the Goadneg of God, has b 
thus far reſtrain d you; If theres not a Re- 
newal of Nature, yet it is a mercy that you 

do not run into the broad ways of De- 


ſtruction. Your Sims do not go beforehand unto" Tin N 


Judgment. Bleſs him that gave you a reli- 
gious Education. Indeed there's a great deal 
more wanting. But as we live in an Age, that 
makes but little of it, don't you fall in with the 


ae chat — 1 their Fathers, . 


\ 


u. throws dirt u 


The Sin aud Danger 2 
God of their Fathers too, =: Wie have lived to. 
ſee: Bethel turned into Beth<baven'; the Houſe 
of God, ( those Words ſignify) into an 
Houſe of Vanity. The. Families, in which 
was heard the voice of prayer and joy, never? 
talk of anne but in Schemes that are 
unglorious to his Nature * or in Lan gag? 
thoſe Houles may 2 out of the Wal, rl 
the Beumt cut of the Timber- anſiver them. 
And, thetefore, you have reaſon to be thankful, 
that the Care of your Parents was fo great, and 
the Effect of it fo laſting. For my part, when 
I conſider how little can be ſaid for Swearing, 


and how little is done 4 — it, I am ſome- 


times ſurpriz d, that it 5 vue; and ſome- 


times, that it is not more ſo 


2. Be ſure that — p your Families og 
of this Crime. I have the fame dread of a 


| Swearer, that IJ have of a Thief. Upon thk 
Head I chooſe again to expreſs my own 


Thoughts, in the Words of an Eminent Biſhop, 
who was our beſt Writer for the Cauſe of Li- 
; and made a nobler Stand than many of 


his Equals i in his own Nation. And therefore 
there 18 no occaſion to have his Opinion flurted 


at; as Prieflcraft, and the Doctrine of High- | 
Church. Let not any of your Children, 
+ © ſays he, dare to ſwear without your Anger, 


cc 8277 immediate Chaſtiſement. Keep not a 
&« Servant under your Roof, who is guilty of 


this wicked Practice. Their Labours will 


« not 3 by 1 Employ no 
Bio 1 i Workmen, | 


„ that wel not 0 thei. Buſines 
« without ſwearing, Relieve no! Rog; who 
l are guilty: of thus diſhonouring God You | 


*.'cannot tell how: faritheſe Medea may be 5 


« followed with a Bleſſing, welt Lem aal | 


« many of you never tried. And if 70 


— but ſet about it in earneſt, to put away , wy - 


« evil from your Tabernacles; and a that 
_ you and your Houſes will fear the Lord, we 
6 Gould ſoon ſee the good of Feniſalem. 

3. If the Lord will not hold dim guides 
thit takes his Name in vain, do; you uhſtain 
front all appearance:'of: this Euil. The gras 
way of profane Swearing, and Curſing, I ſup- 
poſe, you are kept — But the . 
manded here is n holy and reverend- UE. 

— of thoſe Titles, by which the Lord your 
“God has made himſelf known. I 
— taken the liberty to wyrn you againſt 
a Pradtice, that is a plain Rreach of this Law; 
though the Crime is not ſo notorious and hos- 
rible; as thoſe that I have expos d; and that is 
a friuial Uſe of God's Name, din lone dots of 
Works, and Anger, that obtain among us. 
When People mean no more, than to tell the 
furprize they are in, they will cry out, Lord _ 
God; or Gad blgſi m. Whereas His Bleſſing 
is a thing of more: importance than to be 
thrown off the with ſo little Atten- 
tion. And, that faying, God knows, when we 
deſign no mote, than that ae don't know, is 
taking bis Name in vain; and playing his 
nds upon a trifle. That Phraſe alſo, 
: M * for 
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for Git — 11s! oflidcicadia a meer 81 
fluity, and not at all delivered; or ' regard 
an Argument, for what 1e aſk, or others: 


give. Theſe ways carry us beybnd the 'Gof. 


pel-Simplioity, concerning which it is, id, 
m. v. that een is more tam this cometh of 
„% Bet 5 inn 3: oh moore 5 
-** 543 Nothut' that I think the Scripture has 

us Examples of a more frequent Uſe hl 


Word; than our Anceſtors-wouldallbw/' „They 


were certainly in the right; never to mention 
ie Name of God without reverence; :Bbt 
EY Þ 4; it admitted upo n\'thoſe Occaſions, in tlie 
e, of which they were jealous, Jeaſt- it 

| ne — * hen Boat came to the 
Ruth ii. J. Reapers he ſaid, abe Lord be 207th yu; and 


they anfwer'd; the! Tord glg eſs thee, I take this 
Wo for an ET that a ſerious: way of 


ting | had obtaind among them: For to 
: phonbtigte: theſe Words without an awe ùpon 


our Minds, is not rendering tot him r Fruit” of- 


our Lips And they had better be totally dropt, 


chan lightly uſed. But there is a great ere 


beauty in a ſerious mention of that Name with 


our Promiſes, and Deſigns. They are reprov'd, 


am. ir. Who ſay, We av2l] goto fach d a City, and cantinue 


13 tere u Nur; and buy, and ſell, and get gain 


whereas we know io what: ſhall be on the 
b ods Now a Conviction of 'this is always 
ſed in any Reſolution that we make; but 

1. eri be expreſs'd. Le ought to ſay, if the 
Lots will we Fall live, and do this, or that. 


e Apoſtle ht * he might have 2 
| proſperous | 


Pzofane wearing. f ©. 

pro erous 'Journ rney by the Will —— God.” to come 0 

to them. 5 . — 

Converſation. It e Neben tabs"; hak 

Language, things praſpered;, with: him, 

thragh * Fre? Ha #of bis God uport him. ey 

4. P repare for that World, Where 

Name will be ghißed in you, and: you n . | 

There it 18 men , tioned without” | ; but '*: AE 

ever er without 120 e Vanity T E An- 
that day an are Ee ; 

a ſinging to him; cover. their... Faces 

bim. The gaints that are-"ſpeak 

Mercies, are fill d With Revs, 

and Aﬀetion A him. Th 

ſelves 1 in his great G 

us join that N 5 | 

Service, before we renin aof Gtr 

Perſons ; and tay, 72 be his Gon 1008 | 

NAH for eber hn ker; nd lr the whole "* 2 
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